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Votes  in,  but  real  winner  still  uncertain 


By  Leslie  Susser 

Editor’s  note:  This  article  was 
written  February  11,  the  day  after 
the  Israeli  election.  Because  of  the 
Family  Day  holiday,  this  edition 
of  the  Bulletin  went  to  press  early 
on  February  13.  Some  of  the  fu- 
ture consultations  and  discussions 
that  are  referred  to  may  have  al- 
ready taken  place  by  the  time  you 
read  this. 

JERUSALEM  (JTA)  - Al- 
though nearly  all  the  votes  have 
been  counted,  it’s  still  not  clear 
who  has  really  won  the  Israeli 
election. 

Tzipi  Livni’s  Kadima  emerged 
as  the  largest  single  party,  but  the 
right-wing  parliamentary  bloc,  led 
by  Likud’s  Benjamin  Netanyahu, 


captured  the  majority  of  the  Knes- 
set seats.  Kadima  appears  to  have 
won  28  seats  to  the  Likud’s  27,  but 
altogether  the  right-wing  and  reli- 
gious bloc  captured  65  seats  in  the 
120-member  Knesset. 

At  election  night  celebrations 
February  10,  both  sides  claimed 
victory. 

Indeed,  given  the  mixed  result, 
both  Livni  and  Netanyahu  have  a 
chance  to  become  Israel’s  next 
prime  minister.  Like  two  poker 
players  in  a high-stakes  game,  it 
could  depend  on  who  blinks  first. 

The  strength  in  Netanyahu’s 
hand  is  that  helrntbevotes  to 
form  a coalition  with  the  hawks,  at 
least  some  of  whom  Livni  needs 
to  form  one  consisting  mostly  of 


Supporters  of  Tzipi  Livni  in  Tel  Aviv  celebrate  the  Kadima  leader’s 
apparent  victory  in  Israeli  elections  on  February  10. 

(JTA  Photo:  Brian  Hendler) 


doves.  The  snag  for  Netanyahu  is 
that  he  desperately  does  not  want 
to  form  a narrow  right-wing  gov- 
ernment that  would  be  isolated  on 
the  international  stage. 

Livni’s  strength  is  in  the  moral 
victory  of  her  party  having  won  the 
most  seats  and  the  fact  that  Israel’s 
president,  who  has  the  role  of  des- 
ignating who  gets  the  first  crack  at 
forming  a government,  almost  al- 
ways gives  the  leader  of  the  largest 
party  the  initial  opportunity. 


Unfortunately  for  Livni.  the 
law  clearly  states  that  the  task 
should  be  conferred  on  the  Knes- 
set member  with  the  best  chance 
of  success.  To  determine  who  that 
may  be,  the  president  is  supposed 
to  consult  with  all  the  parties  rep- 
resented in  parliament.  If  Ne- 
tanyahu can  keep  his  bloc  togeth- 
er, a majority  will  recommend  him 
to  President  Shimon  Peres  in  post- 
election consultations. 

Still,  the  game  is  far  from  over. 


Livni  can  pressure  Netanyahu 
by  refusing  to  take  part  in  any 
government  he  leads,  leaving  him 
only  with  the  right-wingers.  Ne- 
tanyahu can  pressure  Livni  by  re- 
fusing to  join  a national  unity  gov- 
ernment she  leads,  denying  her  a 
working  majority  in  parliament. 
Both  sides  want  a national  unity 
government  that  cuts  across  the 
right-left  divide:  the  .standoff  is 
over  who  leads  it. 

(Continued  on  page  2) 


Hillel  Academy 
and  YRHS 
move  toward 
amalgamation 

By  Nicola  Hamer 

Hillel  Academy  communications  director 

The  Hillel  Academy  building  is  bustling  with  activ- 
ity these  days.  Yitzhak  Rabin  High  School  (YRHS)  has 
moved  in.  The  two  sets  of  student  bodies  and  teachers 
are  getting  to  know  each  other  and  learning  to  work  to- 
gether toward  the  common  goal  of  academic  excel- 
lence. 

It  has  been  announced  that  Hillel  Academy  and 
YRHS  are  moving  toward  amalgamation  and  will  form 
one,  seamless,  day  school  encompassing  kindergarten 
to  Grade  12.  The  process  will  be  slow  and  careful,  and 
will  involve  carefully  examining  the  curriculum  of  both 
schools. 

Our  general  studies  curriculum  is  prescribed  by  the 
Ontario  government,  although  we  do  have  flexibility 
within  the  mandate.  Our  Judaic  studies  program,  how- 
ever, is  something  that  developed  at  Hillel  Academy 
over  the  years.  Although  we  are  very  proud  of  our  cur- 
(Continued  on  page  2) 
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Can  leaders  build  a coalition  to  meet  Israel’s  needs? 


Supporters  of  Benjamin  Netanyahu  carry  signs  at  the  Machane  Yehuda  market  in 
Jerusalem.  (JTA  Photo:  Brian  Hendler) 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

Yisrael  Beiteinu’s  Avig- 
dor  Lieberman  could  be 
holding  the  ace. 

With  15  seats,  Yisrael 
Beiteinu  is  now  the  third- 
largest  party  in  the  Knesset, 
ahead  of  Labor,  which  won 
only  13. 

Although  normally  count- 
ed in  the  right-wing  bloc  be- 
cause of  his  hard  line  against 
terror  and  harsh  statements 
on  Israeli  Arabs,  Lieberman 
says  he  is  keeping  his  options 
open. 

Indeed,  on  some  issues 
Lieberman  could  find  com- 
mon ground  with  Livni.  For 
example,  both  may  favour 
changing  the  electoral  sys- 
tem and  introducing  a form 
of  civil  marriage  in  Israel  - 
issues  that  resonate  power- 
fully among  Lieberman’s 
heavily  Russian  immigrant 
support  base.  Lieberman 
could  get  more  on  these  is- 
sues from  Livni,  who  has  no 
fealty  to  the  religious  par- 
ties, than  from  Netanyahu, 
who  is  committed  to  includ- 
ing the  Orthodox  Shas  in  his 
government. 

Shas  is  adamantly  op- 
posed both  to  electoral  re- 
form and  civil  marriage, 
which  would  end  exclusive 
Orthodox  religious  control 
over  marriage  in  Israel. 
During  the  campaign,  Shas 
spiritual  leader  Rabbi  Ova- 
diah  Yosef  described  cast- 
ing a ballot  for  Lieberman 
as  “a  vote  for  the  devil.”  In 
his  election  night  speech, 
Lieberman  vowed  to  get 
even. 

It  was  significant  that 
Livni’s  first  informal  coali- 
tion meeting  February  1 1 
was  held  with  Lieberman.  A 
few  hours  later,  however, 
the  Yisrael  Beiteinu  leader 
met  with  Netanyahu. 

When  push  comes  to 
shove,  Lieberman  probably 
would  find  it  difficult  to  de- 


fect from  the  right-wing 
bloc  to  Livni’s  camp.  Most 
pundits  believe  that  the 
show  of  keeping  his  options 
open  is  merely  a tactical 
ploy  for  Lieberman  to  get 
more  from  Netanyahu  - 
possibly  the  post  of  defence 
minister  - in  return  for 
eventually  supporting  the 
Likud  leader.  Indeed, 
Lieberman  makes  no  secret 
of  the  fact  that  he  feels  part 
of  the  “national  camp,”  and 
that,  all  things  being  equal, 
his  clear  preference  would 
be  for  a right-wing  govern- 
ment. 

Another  question  mark 
over  Lieberman  is  the  fact 
that  he  is  being  investigated 
on  serious  fraud  allegations. 
A ban  on  his  serving  in  cer- 
tain ministries  could  com- 
plicate coalition  negotia- 
tions 

So  what  are  the  some  of 
the  coalition  options? 

• A narrow  right-wing 
government  led  by  Ne- 
tanyahu and  comprising 
Likud,  Yisrael  Beiteinu, 
Shas,  United  Torah  Ju- 
daism, National  Union  and 


Jewish  Home.  This  65-seat 
coalition  would  be  a stable 
government,  but  would  not 
give  Netanyahu  room  to 
manoeuvre  either  on  the 
Palestinian  or  Syrian  peace 
tracks,  and  likely  would  be 
seen  by  the  international 
community,  including  the 
new  U.S.  administration,  as 
intransigent. 

• Lieberman  throws  his 
support  to  Livni,  who  is 
able  to  bring  Likud  on 
board  for  an  emergency  na- 
tional unity  government  for 
a fixed  time  period  compris- 
ing Kadima,  Yisrael  Beit- 
einu, Likud  and  Labor  - a 
total  of  83  seats  - dedicated 
to  one  goal:  changing  the 
electoral  system.  Livni,  Ne- 
tanyahu, Lieberman  and 
Labor’s  Ehud  Barak  all  said 
that  the  uncertain  election 
results  have  underscored  the 
need  for  reform. 

• Livni  blinks  first  and 
agrees  to  serve  in  a 
Netanyahu-led  national 
unity  government  compris- 
ing Likud,  Kadima,  Yisrael 
Beiteinu,  Shas  and  the 
religious  National  Home 


Party  - 83  seats. 

• Netanyahu  blinks  first 
and  agrees  to  serve  in  a sim- 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
rent  success,  we  believe  now 
is  the  time  to  take  our  Judaic 
curriculum  to  the  next  level. 

The  Judaic  curriculum  at 
Hillel  is  more  complicated 
than  many  realize.  The  stu- 
dents leam  the  holidays  and 
Hebrew  language,  and  they 
also  leam  Mishnah,  Torah, 
Prophets  and  Jewish  history. 
In  Grades  1 to  4,  Hillel  uses 
Tal  Am.  an  award-winning 
educational  program  devel- 
oped in  Canada,  to  teach  He- 
brew. 

The  school  also  holds  a 
Judaic/Torah  Fair  every  two 
years  for  Grades  4 to  8.  This 
allows  the  students  to  ex- 
plore areas  of  particular  in- 
terest. 

The  Judaic  program  goes 
beyond  the  curriculum,  how- 
ever. Israel  advocacy  is  very 
significant  at  both  Hillel 
Academy  and  YRHS.  Both 
schools  are  involved  in  the 


ilar  government  but  with  ro- 
tatipn  of  the  prime  minister 
- Livni  for  two  years  and 
then  Netanyahu  for  two 
years.  This  is  the  compro- 
mise many  pundits  think 
may  emerge.  It  gives  Livni 
a chance  to  be  prime  minis- 
ter and  allows  Netanyahu  to 
head  a government  with  a 
degree  of  peacemaking  lee- 
way and  greater  internation- 
al legitimacy.  This  was  the 
model  adopted  in  1984  by 
Shimon  Peres,  then  head  of 
the  Labor  Party,  and  Likud's 
Yitzhak  Shamir.  The  differ- 
ence then  was  that  the  two 
blocs,  centre-left  and  reli- 
gious-right, were  actually 
tied  at  60-60. 

Both  Livni  and  Ne- 
tanyahu would  like  to  bring 
Labor  into  a governing  con- 
stellation, with  Barak  as  de- 
fence minister,  given  the 
huge  regional  challenges  Is- 


P2K  program,  which  twins 
them  with  schools  in  north- 
ern Israel.  Thanks  to  a recent 
donation,  technical  upgrades 
have  allowed  the  schools  to 
communicate  with  their 
twinned  Israeli  schools  using 
our  state-of-the-art  video 
conferencing  equipment. 

This  deeper  connection 
with  Israel  allows  teachers  to 
more  easily  educate  their  stu- 
dents about  current  events.  It 
also  helps  develop  conversa- 
tional Hebrew,  which  is  em- 
phasized in  the  upper  grades. 
By  helping  students  connect 
to  kids  their  own  age  in  Is- 
rael, Hillel  and  YRHS  help  to 
take  Hebrew  and  Judaism  be- 
yond the  classroom  setting. 

Taking  their  Judaism  out 
of  the  classroom  and  making 
it  part  of  the  everyday  life  of 
the  students  is  also  some- 
thing the  schools  emphasize. 
Tikkun  Olam  - repairing  the 
world  - is  an  important  con- 
cept for  students,  both  in  the- 
ory and  practice.  In  the 
younger  grades,  the  children 
start  small,  doing  things  like 
visiting  Hillel  Lodge  at 
Purim  in  their  costumes. 

In  the  older  grades,  the 
students  get  more  involved  in 
volunteering  at  Hillel  Lodge 
and  in  the  community-at- 
large.  The  older  students  are 
also  learning  that  they  can  do 
a lot  to  help  the  younger 


rael  faces,  especially  the 
Iranian  nuclear  threat.  But, 
because  of  Labor's  poor 
showing  in  the  election,  the 
predominant  feeling  within 
Labor  is  that  the  party 
should  stay  in  the  opposi- 
tion to  rebuild. 

Given  these  unprece- 
dented election  results,  will 
Israel’s  leaders  be  able  to 
build  a coalition  to  meet  the 
country’s  complex  needs  - a 
looming  Iranian  nuclear 
threat,  terrorist  groups 
armed  with  rockets  on  its 
northern  and  southern  bor- 
ders and  a potentially  crip- 
pling economic  crisis?  Or 
will  they  have  to  agree  on 
terms  for  changing  the  elec- 
toral system  first? 

What  Livni  and  Ne- 
tanyahu do  could  be  crucial 
not  only  for  the  short-term, 
but  for  Israel’s  long-term 
well-being. 


ones. 

Hillel  Academy  and 
Yitzhak  Rabin  High  School 
are  both  very  proud  of  their 
Judaic  studies  programs. 
They  put  a great  deal  of  ef- 
fort into  educating  the  stu- 
dents in  the  language,  the 
holidays,  Torah  and  the  phi- 
losophy of  being  Jewish. 
However,  we  do  recognize 
that  there  is  always  room  for 
improvement,  and  have  been 
working  hard,  as  we  integrate 
the  two  schools,  to  find  areas 
of  improvement. 

We  have  hired  a consul- 
tant in  Jewish  education  to 
evaluate  both  schools,  as 
well  as  a curriculum  consul- 
tant. They  will  help  us  with 
both  a smooth  amalgamation 
and  in  finding  ways  to  build 
upon  our  successes. 

We  will  to  continue  to  im- 
prove how  we  deliver  the  Ju- 
daic content  to  our  students, 
as  well  as  find  ways  to  inte- 
grate our  secular  and  Jewish 
components  to  provide  both 
the  best  Jewish  education 
and  the  best  all-around  edu- 
cation available.  Our  school 
plans  to  become  the  envy  of 
Ottawa. 

Editor's  note:  This  is  the 
fourth  in  a continuing  series 
of  articles  being  prepared  by 
Nicola  Hamer  on  the  revital- 
ization of  Jewish  education 
in  Ottawa. 
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Will  When  Bibi  met  Barack  have  a happy  ending? 


Polls  predicted  Benjamin  Netanyahu’s  Likud  Party  would  win  Israel’s  election,  but 
Kadima  took  one  more  seat  in  the  February  10  vote.  (JTA  Photo:  Brian  Hendler) 


By  Ron  Kampeas 

WASHINGTON  (JTA)  - 
When  Bibi  met  Barack  there 
was  chemistry,  the  story  goes. 

Benjamin  “Bibi”  Ne- 
tanyahu first  met  then-Sena- 
tor  Barack  Obama  in  a pri- 
vate meeting  in  2007,  during 
one  of  Netanyahu's  stateside 
visits. 

The  pair  met  a second 
time  last  July,  in  Jerusalem, 
and  both  with  their  country’s 
top  jobs  in  their  sights. 
Obama  had  secured  the  De- 
mocratic Party’s  presidential 
nomination,  while  Netanyahu 
had  revived  his  Likud  Party 
from  a rump  and  was  leading 
in  polls  to  succeed  the  scan- 
dal-tainted Ehud  Olmert, 
who,  days  later,  announced 
his  resignation  as  prime  min- 
ister. 

Obama  won  his  race  in 
November,  and  Netanyahu’s 
campaign  took  on  Obama’s 
hues,  adopting  the  slogan  of 
“change”  for  Israel  and  erect- 


ing a campaign  website  that 
mimicked  Obama’s. 

Or  so  the  story  goes. 

This  version,  accurate  if 
not  quite  complete,  is  being 
peddled  behind  the  scenes  in 
Washington  by  those  keen  on 
seeing  a smooth  relationship 
between  Jerusalem  and 

Washington  if  Netanyahu  be- 
comes Israel’s  prime  minis- 
ter, which  remains  a possibil- 
ity after  the  right  wing’s 
strong  showing  in  this 
month’s  election.  Netanyahu 
and  Obama  may  not  agree  on 
the  details,  they  say,  but  see 
eye-to-eye  when  it  comes  to 
the  big  picture. 

If  Netanyahu  becomes 
prime  minister,  this  will  be 
his  second  time  around,  and 
survivors  from  his  1996-99 
dalliance  with  the  Clinton  ad- 
ministration are  not  only 
around,  they  are  members  of 
Obama’s  new  administration. 

Dennis  Ross,  President 
Bill  Clinton’s  top  Middle 


East  peace  negotiator,  is  ex- 
pected take  up  a Middle  East 
policy  overseer  slot  at  the 
State  Department  - headed 
by  Secretary  of  State  Hillary 
Clinton,  the  former  first  lady. 


In  his  mammoth  2004  ac- 
count of  his  struggle  for 
peace,  “The  Missing  Peace,” 
Ross  describes  the  then-Is- 
raeli  prime  minister  as  “near- 
ly insufferable”  in  his  first 


meeting  with  Clinton. 

“After  Netanyahu  was 
gone,  President  Clinton  ob- 
served, ‘He  thinks  he  is  the 
superpower  and  we  are  here 
to  do  what  he  requires,’” 
Ross  writes.  “No  one  on  our 
side  disagreed  with  that  as- 
sessment.” 

It  doesn't  stop  there:  In  his 
dealings  with  Ross,  Ne- 
tanyahu comes  across  as 
needy,  manipulative,  unreli- 
able and,  perhaps  worst  of  all, 
a party  pooper.  At  the  end  of 
the  exhausting  1998  Wye 
River  negotiations,  Ross  re- 
flects on  Netanyahu’s  con- 
stant moving  of  the  goal 
posts,  including  a sudden 
last-minute  demand  for  the 
release  of  convicted  Israeli 
spy  Jonathan  Pollard. 

“Bibi  has  already  robbed 
us  of  the  joy  of  reaching 
agreement,”  Ross  tells  an  as- 
sociate. 

Martin  Indyk,  the  U.S. 
ambassador  to  Israel  at  the 
time  Netanyahu  was  first 
elected,  and  now  an  informal 
adviser  to  Hillary  Clinton,  is 
no  kinder.  In  “Innocent 
Abroad,"  his  just-published 
account  of  the  Clinton  years, 
Indyk  describes  how  Clinton 
and  his  staff  eagerly  hoped 
for  Netanyahu’s  defeat  in 
1996.  Clinton  resented  Ne- 
tanyahu in  part  because,  as 
Israeli  opposition  leader,  he 
had  agitated  against  Clinton’s 
support  of  the  Rabin-Peres 
talks  with  Syria. 

Indyk  calls  Netanyahu’s 
term  “the  winter  of  our  peace 
process  discontent.” 

Some  of  these  resentments 


have  been  assumed  by  the 
Obama  team.  Obama  himself, 
meeting  with  Jewish  leaders 
in  Cleveland  a year  ago,  de- 
scribed “a  strain  within  the 
pro-Israel  community  that 
says  unless  you  adopt  an  un- 
wavering pro-Likud  ap- 
proach to  Israel,  then  you’re 
anti-Israel,  and  that  can’t  be 
the  measure  of  our  friendship 
with  Israel.” 

Centrist  pro-Israel  insid- 
ers say  Netanyahu  has  ma- 
tured in  the  interim  and  has 
foresworn  the  clumsy  at- 
tempts at  interference  in  the 
U.S.  political  system  that 
characterized  his  first  term, 
including  openly  courting 
Clinton’s  evangelical  ene- 
mies. Additionally,  Obama 
and  Netanyahu  genuinely  get 
along,  unlike  Clinton  and 
Netanyahu,  who  never 
clicked. 

Furthermore,  these  insid- 
ers argue,  Netanyahu’s  bot- 
tom-up  approach  to  Israeli- 
Palestinian  peacemaking  par- 
allels that  of  General  James 
Jones,  Obama's  national  se- 
curity adviser.  Both  have  said 
in  recent  interviews  that  they 
favour  building  infrastructure 
before  advancing  to  final-sta- 
tus talks. 

“We  must  fundamentally 
improve  the  lives  of  our 
Palestinian  neighbours  so 
that  they  have  a stake  in 
peace,”  Netanyahu  told  the 
Chicago  Tribune  recently. 
“We  need  to  help  Palestinians 
expand  their  middle  class, 
strengthen  their  civil  society 
and  provide  hope  for  a better 
future.” 

Obama’s  envoy  to  the  re- 
gion, George  Mitchell,  ap- 
pears to  be  adopting  that  cau- 
tious approach. 

Possible  differences  loom, 
however. 

In  the  previous  Bush  ad- 
ministration, Jones  was  the 
patron  of  the  rehabilitation  of 
Palestinian  armed  forces  in 
the  West  Bank;  Netanyahu  is 
adamant  about  demilitariza- 
tion. In  the  past,  Mitchell  has 
emphasized  a settlement 
freeze;  acceding  would  infu- 
riate much  of  Netanyahu’s 
Likud  Party,  never  mind  any 
right-wing  parties  he  brings 
with  him  into  his  govern- 
ment. 

Differences  are  emerging 
as  well  on  Iran,  the  very  issue 

(Continued  on  page  27) 
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her  lead  in  Israel's  election  Feb.  10. 

(JTA  Photo:  Brian  Hendler) 


Kadima 


leader  Tzipi  Livni  celebrating 


Livni,  lacking  baggage, 
would  find  friends  in  D.C. 


By  Ron  Kampeas 

WASHINGTON  (JTA)  — Tzipi  Livni 
lacks  familiarity  with  the  senior  figures  in  the, 
Obama  administration  - that  may  be  a plus. 

Livni’s  Kadima  Party  emerged  as  the 
leader  in  this  month’s  election  in  Israel,  a sur- 
prise given  the  lead  that  Benjamin  Netanyahu, 
the  Likud  leader,  had  shown  in  the  polls. 

While  it  remains  unclear,  at  press  time, 
who  will  be  Israel's  next  prime  minister  - de- 
spite Kadima’s  victory,  the  Likud-led  right- 
wing  bloc  has  a majority  of  seats  in  Israel’s 
parliament  - it  seems  apparent  who  the 
Obama  administration  in  Washington  would 
prefer  to  see  in  the  prime  minister’s  office, 
even  if  members  of  the  administration  have 
not  said  so  explicitly. 

“The  American  political  establishment 
would  prefer  to  have  Tzipi  to  Bibi,”  said 
Steven  Spiegel,  a scholar  with  the  Israel  Poli- 
cy Forum,  using  Netanyahu’s  familiar  nick- 
name. “She’s  a person  who  is  seen  as  moder- 
ate; she’s  seen  as  the  most  likely  to  cooperate 
with  the  administration;  there's  admiration  for 
her  feistiness.  She’s  not  known  like  Bibi  or 
Ehud  Barak,  but  that  means  she'll  get  the  ben- 
efit of  the  doubt.” 

Livni,  50,  enjoyed  good  relations  with  the 
Bush  administration,  particularly  with  then- 
secretary of  state  Condoleezza  Rice.  Howev- 
er, eight  years  ago,  the  last  time  Democrats 
occupied  the  White  House,  Livni  was  a little- 
known  Likud  Party  Knesset  backbencher 
known  for  little  more  than  being  effective  on 
political  talk  shows. 

But,  after  an  election  that  held  the  possibil- 
ity of  a return  to  the  tense  relations  between  a 
Democratic  White  House  and  Likud-led  Is- 
rael, when  Netanyahu  was  prime  minister 
from  1996  to  1999,  Livni  might  be  a breath  of 
fresh  air. 

“It’s  clear  that  the  Obama  administration 
would  be  more  comfortable  with  Tzipi  Livni 
as  prime  minister  of  Israel  because  she  at  least 
talks  about  the  issues  that  are  important  to  the 


Obama  administration,  such  as  restarting  the 
peace  process  and  reaching  an  agreement  with 
the  Palestinians,”  said  Haim  Malka,  an  analyst 
at  the  Center  for  Strategic  and  International 
Studies.  “She  doesn’t  have  the  same  kind  of 
political  baggage  and  history  that  Bibi  has." 
(See  story  page  4.) 

Livni’s  reputation  is  that  of  a reliable  polit- 
ical ally.  As  foreign  minister  under  Prime 
Minister  Ehud  Olmert,  she  hewed  to  the  para- 
meters of  the  peace  talks  that  Rice  had  re- 
vived, backing  Rice’s  efforts  to  engage  inten- 
sively with  the  moderate  West  Bank-based 
leadership  of  the  Palestinian  Authority  and 
pressing  in  Israel  for  the  opening  of  the  Gaza 
Strip  border  crossings. 

Netanyahu  ran  on  a pledge  to  slow  down 
the  peace  process,  just  when  the  Obama  ad- 
ministration was  determined  to  speed  it  up. 

Dovish  pro-Israel  groups  were  vocal  in 
their  relief  at  the  notion  that  Livni  at  least  had 
a chance  of  forming  a coalition  and  leading  Is- 
rael’s next  government. 

“These  results  are  encouraging,"  said  Ori 
Nir,  spokesman  for  Americans  for  Peace  Now. 
“They  are  much  better  than  what  polls  have 
recently  shown.  The  efforts  of  the  next  few 
days  and  weeks  to  form  a government  coali- 
tion will  hopefully  make  this  night  a victory 
for  the  path  of  negotiations  and  peace  over  the 
nationalist,  dogmatic  agenda  of  the  hawkish 
right  and  the  extreme  right.” 

Diane  Balser,  Brit  Tzedek  v'Shalom’s  ex- 
ecutive director,  echoed  Nir. 

“We  welcome  preliminary  reports  that 
Tzipi  Livni  has  led  her  party,  Kadima,  to  elec- 
toral victory,  as  we  do  the  clear  implication  of 
these  results  that  the  Israeli  electorate  lemains 
committed  to  a negotiated,  two-state  resolu- 
tion to  the  conflict,”  she  said. 

Mainstream  Jewish  groups  were  more  cir- 
cumspect, preferring  to  wait  out  the  gruelling 
negotiations  over  who  would  lead  the  new 
government. 

(Continued  on  page  27) 


Keshet  for  Kids 
TV  March  Break  Camp 

March  16  - 20,  2009 

Dedicated  to  assisting  children 
with  developmental  disabilities  to  reach 
their  full  potential  through  opportunities 
for  fun  and  friendship. 

Keshet  Offers: 

• Flexibility  to  support  children  (aged  7-15) 

• Programming  offered  either  in  partnership  with  a community  camp 
of  the  family’s  choice  or  through  in-house  Tamir  recreational 
programming 

• Tamir  staff  “shadows”  to  work  alongside  each  child 

• Collaboration  with  and  ongoing  support  to  families 
and  community  connections  during  camp 

To  enrol  or  obtain  more  information 
about  the  program,  contact  Laurie  Oakley 
at  613-725-3519  ext.  104 
or  laurieoakley@tamir.ca 


Carleton 

UNIVERSITY 


Max  and  Tessie  Zellkovitz 
Centre  for  Jewish  Studies 


■nti-Semitism  After  The 

Holocaust— 


THE  UNWELCOMING  OF  THE 
JEWISH  SURVIVORS  AFTER  THE  WAR 

L’antisemitisme  apres  I’Holocauste  - 

LA  RECEPTION  FROIDE  OES  SURVTVANTS  APRES  LA  GUERRE 


Dr.  .Iiiii  1.  Gross  is  one  of  the  foremosl  experts  on  Polish  society 

during  the  Second  World  War  and  the  Holocaust 

and  is  currently  a member  of  the  Princeton  University  faculty. 

I his  lecture  will  dran  on  material  from  his  most  recent  book. 
Fear:  Vnti-Seniitism  in  Poland  Alter  Auschwitz  (20116). 


I)r.  .Ian  T.  Gross  est  on  des  experts  les  plus  notables  conccrnanl 
la  societe  polonaise  durum  la  Seconde  guerre  mondiale  et  PHolo- 
1 htirsduy,  February  26,  2009  causte  et  est  actuellement  une  membre  tie  la  facultc 
7:00  pm  de  I’l  imcrsitc  de  Princeton. 

Paterson  Hall.  Room  303  I .,  presentation  en  qucstimi  vu  s'inspirer  de  son  oeuvre  la  plus 
CARLETON  l N IN  FRSITN  recente.  Fear:  \nti-Seniitisin  in  Poland  After  ku.xcliwit/  (2006). 


“We  are  delighted  and  deeply  honoured 

that  Professor  Gross  accepted  our  invitation  Contact  Information: 

and  will  be  speaking  to  an  audience  of  Carleton  Tel:  613-520-2600  ext.  1320 

students  as  well  as  the  larger  Ottawa  community."  Email:  jewisb_studies(a carleton. ca 

- Dr.  Aviva  Freedman,  Director  of  the  Max  and  Website:  www.carlcton.ca/jewishstudies/events.html 
Tessie  Zelikovitz  Centre  for  Jewish  Studies  Campus  Map:  http://www.carIeton.ca/campus/ 
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Exploding  success  means  increased  need 

Federation  Report 


Hillel  Ottawa: 

Hillel  Ottawa  is  the  foundation  and  the 
address  for  Jewish  campus  life.  We  provide 
the  tools  and  resources  to  Jewish  students  so 
they  can  build  their  part  of  a vibrant  Jewish 
community.  Ultimately,  we  strive  to 
strengthen  the  Jewish  community  by 
strengthening  Jewish  identity,  culture  and 
tradition  in  our  students  and  young  adults. 

We  support  our  student  leaders,  profes- 
sionals and  lay  leaders  in  their  dedication  to 
creating  a pluralistic,  welcoming,  inclusive 
environment  where  Jewish  students  are  en- 
couraged to  grow  intellectually,  spiritually 
and  socially.  Hillel  helps  students  find  a bal- 
ance between  being  distinctively  Jewish  and 
universally  human. 

Hillel  is  committed  to  excellence,  inno- 
vation, accountability  and  results.  We  are 
also  the  umbrella  organization  for  the  Israel 
Awareness  Committee,  which  battles  anti- 
Israel  sentiments  on  campus,  creates  dynam- 
ic Israel  activists,  teaches  Jewish  and  non- 
Jewish  students  about  political  and  historical 
Israel  and  promotes  programs  and  missions 
to  Israel. 

Hillel  activities  aim  to  promote  Jewish 
values,  identity  and  education.  We  do  this 


through  a wide  variety  of  programs  - more 
than  50  per  semester  - including  recreation- 
al, social  and  educational  events,  speakers, 
Israel  advocacy,  leadership  training, 
Birthright,  Shabbat  dinners,  outreach  and 
engagement. 

Student  volunteers  and  their  volunteer 
boards  are  the  backbone  of  our  organization. 
Our  partners  and  subgroups  include  Jewish 
law,  medical  and  graduate  students  associa- 
tions, as  well  as  Alpha  Epsilon  Pi  fraternity. 

Hillel  Ottawa  has  been  increasingly  suc- 
cessful over  the  past  couple  of  years  on 
many  fronts. 

We  have  increased  student  participation 
in  programming  by  40  per  cent  and  Hillel 
has  a strong  leadership  base  with  dedicated 


student  volunteers,  passionate  about  Jewish 
campus  life,  who  are  growing  into  commu- 
nity leaders.  We  now  have  a Hillel  House 
where  Jewish  students  gather,  learn,  social- 
ize, study  or  just  hang  out.  We  see  signifi- 
cant numbers  of  new  faces  at  each  program 
and  are  retaining  those  students  for  multiple 
programs.  We  are  creating  Israel  advocates 
who  are  prepared  to  meet  the  daily  chal- 
lenges of  representing  Zionism  on  campus. 
They  are  well  armed  with  the  facts  they 
need  on  the  front  lines  of  university  student 
centres. 

However,  this  explosion  of  Jewish  life  on 
campus  comes  at  a price.  We  must  align  our 
funding  with  the  changing  times  so  that  our 
programs  and  services  reflect  and  meet  the 


need  of  our  students. 

We  estimate  that  there  are  2,000  Jewish 
university  and  college  students  in  Ottawa. 
We’re  now  reaching  900  students,  about  45 
per  cent  of  our  target  population.  We  reach 
22  per  cent  of  our  students  through  Shabbat 
dinners  alone. 

Despite  our  increasing  success,  we  are 
unable  to  meet  all  of  the  needs  of  our  grow- 
ing Jewish  population  on  campus  due  to  our 
limited  human  and  financial  resources.  We 
employ  just  two  staff,  one  of  whom  is  fo- 
cused entirely  on  Israel  advocacy  on  campus. 

Among  our  other  major  challenges  are: 
increased  incidents  of  anti-Zionism  and  anti- 
Semitism  on  campus;  accessing  first  year 
students  before  they  satisfy  their  sense  of 
belonging  by  aligning  themselves  elsewhere; 
Jewish  students  making  the  choice  to  step 
back  from  their  roots;  and,  the  need  for  in- 
creased profile  and  visibility  on  campus  so 
we  are  easy  to  find. 

We  have  access  to  the  programs,  services 
and  professional  expertise  to  address  these 
needs.  It  is  all  a question  of  resources  - both 
human  and  financial.  Please  get  involved. 
Contact  us  at  613-236-2345. 


Integration:  A Jewish  educational  model 


We  are  witnessing  an  interesting 
dichotomy  in  the  Jewish  community  today. 

On  one  hand,  there  is  an  increased  desire 
on  the  part  of  many  adults  to  increase  their 
Jewish  educational  knowledge,  as  seen 
through  the  proliferation  of  ancient  text 
translations  into  English  and  the  success  of 
ventures  such  as  Melton,  Limmud,  Kollel 
and  others.  One  is  intrigued  that  a local 
university  hosted  a lecture  on  the  ArtScroll 
phenomenon,  which  has  revolutionized 
Jewish  learning  for  the  English-speaking 
Jewish  population  in  North  America  and 
elsewhere. 

In  contrast,  the  steady  decline  in  day 
school  enrolment  is  a disturbing 
phenomenon.  Equally  perturbing  is  the 
statistic  that  shows  few  day  school  graduates 
are  pursuing  high  school  Jewish  education. 
The  recent  figure  showing  only  six  per  cent 
of  potential  Jewish  high  school  students 
studying  in  Ottawa’s  Jewish  secondary 
schools  is  pathetic,  to  say  the  least. 

Invariably,  the  question  has  to  be  asked 
as  to  why  so  few  continue  their  Jewish 
studies  after  day  school.  One  reason 
constantly  cited  is  that  few  find  their 
elementary  Jewish  studies  relevant  to  their 
lives.  They,  therefore,  do  not  see  the  need  to 
continue  what  seemingly  appears  to  be  more 
drudgery  and  meaningless  study.  It  is 
unfortunate  students  feel  that  way,  because 
the  greatest  opportunities  for  Jewish 
educational  success  lie  in  high  school 
education  and  beyond. 

As  students  mature,  their  educational 
horizons  begin  to  broaden,  and  the 
opportunity  to  engage  them  in  serious  study 
about  how  their  faith  impacts  and  comments 
on  today’s  societal  issues  awaits  them.  A 
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number  of  illustrations  come  to  mind, 
especially  in  the  areas  of  business  and 
medical  ethics. 

The  recent  Bernard  Madoff  scandal, 
which  has  traumatized  many,  lends  itself  to 
intelligent,  sophisticated  discussion  from  a 
Jewish  ethical  point  of  view.  A class  in 
business,  or  in  entrepreneurship,  can  be 
transformed  into  a Jewish  educational 
opportunity  as  Jewish  ethical  thought  comes 
to  bear  on  what  has  happened  on  Wall  Street 
and  in  the  economy.  Especially  in  regard  to 
the  evils  of  avarice  and  greed  that  we  have 
seen  played  out  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
role  that  government  should  or  should  not 
play  in  these  matters. 

Serious  issues  of  end-of-life  decisions 
which  affect  many  caregivers,  as  well  as 
patients,  must  be  discussed  in  a Jewish 
ethical  framework.  High  school  Jewish 
education  can  and  should  deal  with  these 
and  similar  areas. 

In  other  words,  we  are  looking  at  the 
concept  of  integration  as  an  integral  part  of 
Jewish  education,  a process  that  is  now 
utilized  at  Yitzhak  Rabin  High  School  in 
both  the  Judaic  and  secular  programs.  Our 
students  see  the  relevance  of  Judaism  to 
matters  of  contemporary  interest  and 
concern.  Judaism,  then,  becomes  a living 
faith  for  the  students. 


Integration  has  potential  in  the 
elementary  schools  as  well,  albeit  on  a more 
rudimentary  level.  The  messages  of  our 
Torah  and  tradition  transcend  time  and  place. 
With  proper  training  and  direction,  teachers 
can  demonstrate  the  relevance  of  text  to  their 
students. 

Old  school  methods  of  Torah  instruction 
based  on  chapter  and  verse  interpretation  do 
not  sit  well  with  most  students  today.  While 
more  religiously  oriented  students  continue 
to  learn  successfully  and  benefit  from 
traditional  methods  of  instruction  in  Torah, 
Talmud  and  Dinim,  the  vast  majority  of 
students  in  our  day  schools  are  not  learning 
through  these  methods.  Hence,  there  is  a 
need  for  reassessment  of  pedagogical 


techniques  with  a look  toward  integration  of 
Judaic  and  secular  studies. 

My  alma  mater,  Yeshiva  University, 
proclaims  its  motto  as  Torah  Umadda  - 
Torah  and  science  - two  important  com- 
ponents in  the  education  of  the  student. 
There,  the  emphasis  is  placed  on  the  concept 
of  synthesis  of  the  two  fields  of  study. 
Similarly,  we  speak  today  of  the  necessity  of 
integration  in  order  to  achieve  the  maximum 
benefit  for  the  maximum  number  of  students. 

As  we  are  progressing  in  every 
educational  endeavour,  we  dare  not  falter  in 
our  goal  to  create  a new  generation  of 
educated  Jewish  students  who  shall  lead  us 
and  their  respective  communities  in  the 
future. 
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So  who  did  the  Israelis  choose  to  lead? 


Back  in  November,  just  after  the  Canadi- 
an election  and  just  before  the  American,  I 
wrote  that  those  elections,  plus  the  upcom- 
ing one  in  Israel,  make  this  a fascinating 
time  for  those  of  us  interested  in  politics. 

Looking  ahead  to  the  Israeli  election,  I 
asked  a couple  of  questions:  “Will  Israelis 
choose  Kadima’s  Livni  or  Likud's  Ne- 
tanyahu?” and  “Given  Israel’s  proportional 
representation  system,  to  whom  will  the 
next  Israeli  prime  minister  be  beholden 
when  it  comes  to  putting  together  a govern- 
ing coalition?” 

Opinion  polls  leading  up  to  the  February 
10  vote  suggested  Benjamin  Netanyahu  was 
headed  to  a substantial  victory.  But  things 
changed  as  the  campaign  drew  to  a close. 
Ehud  Barak’s  collapsing  Labor  Party  bled 
support  to  Kadima  and  the  extreme  right- 
wing  Yisrael  Beiteinu,  headed  by  Avigdor 
Lieberman,  drew  substantial  support  away 
from  Netanyahu. 

In  the  end,  Livni  squeaked  ahead  with 
28  seats  to  Netanyahu’s  27.  But  both 
claimed  victory:  Livni  because  she  had  the 
most  seats  of  the  30-something  parties  who 
ran  in  the  election  and  the  dozen  that  gar- 
nered enough  votes  for  representation  in  the 
Knesset,  and  Netanyahu  because  the  right- 
wing  and  religious  parties  could  come  to- 
gether in  a majority  coalition. 

There  are  a number  of  possible  scenarios 
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for  coalition  building  that  will  play  out  in 
the  days  and  weeks  - and  possibly  months 
- to  come.  Some  of  the  likeliest  possibilities 
are  detailed  in  Leslie  Susser’s  JTA  report  on 
Pages  1 and  2. 

Of  all  the  scenarios,  Israel’s  best  hope 
for  stability  would  be  a national  unity  coali- 
tion that  would  bring  Kadima,  Likud  and 
Labor  together  - perhaps  with  the  rotating- 
prime-ministership  model  that  followed  the 
1984  election.  I wouldn't  expect  either  a 
Livni  or  Netanyahu  coalition  that’s  behold- 
en to  Lieberman 's  support  to  last  more  than 
a year  or  two,  if  that. 

After  our  fall  election,  there  were  calls 
for  proportional  representation  to  be  intro- 
duced here  and,  in  that  same  November  col- 
umn, I expressed  some  reluctance  to  the 
idea  based  on  what  I’ve  observed  of  Israeli 
politics  over  the  years  where  the  leading 
party  has  always  had  to  look  for  support 
from  single-issue  or  narrowly  focused  par- 
ties in  the  Knesset. 


I think  these  latest  Israeli  election  results 
will  only  reinforce  that  reluctance.  The  day 
after  the  election,  I got  an  e-mail  from  an 
Israeli  friend,  Menachem  Vinegrad,  who 
lives  in  the  Upper  Galilee,  commenting  on 
the  results. 

"No  clear  winner  has  emerged,”  he 
wrote,  “and  the  stronger  parties  must  now 
bargain,  barter  and  bribe  in  order  to  put  to- 
gether a ruling  coalition.  It’s  altogether  a 
rotten  system.” 

In  the  days  after  the  election  I read  many 
editorials  and  columns  in  Israeli  newspapers 
- from  Ha  'aretz  to  the  Jerusalem  Post  - 
that  pretty  much  agreed  with  my  friend 
Menachem’s  assessment  and  spoke  of  the 
need  for  a massive  overhaul  of  a system 
that  just  doesn’t  work  very  well. 

********* 

The  Batsheva  Dance  Company  from  Is- 
rael performed  at  the  National  Arts  Centre 
(NAC)  earlier  this  month. 

A few  days  before  the  performance, 
someone  forwarded  a letter  to  me  that  was 
being  circulated  by  Diana  Ralph  of  Inde- 
pendent Jewish  Voices  encouraging  a let- 
ter-writing campaign  aimed  at  NAC  man- 
agement demanding  cancellation  of  the 
event  because  Batsheva  is  “funded  by  Is- 
rael's government,  its  performers  include 
none  of  Arab  extraction,  and  it  is  ‘ proud  to 


be  considered  Israel’s  leading  ambas- 
sador.”’ 

Independent  Jewish  Voices  (IJV)  also 
demands  that  the  NAC  commit  to  boy- 
cotting all  “Israeli-funded  artists  and  cultur- 
al exchanges.” 

I think  back  just  a few  decades  to  when 
the  lives  and  livelihoods  of  many  on  the  left 
-were  destroyed  by  McCarthy-era  blacklists 
and  boycotts.  Now,  it’s  some  groups  on  the 
left  and  a labour  leader.  CUPE  Ontario’s 
Syd  Ryan,  who  are  engaged  in  McCarthy- 
ism. 

********* 

In  the  Federation  Report  on  Page  6, 
Linda  Kerzner  and  Alana  Kayfetz  mention 
the  daily  challenges  faced  by  students 
on  campus  who  are  engaged  in  Israel  ad- 
vocacy. 

Disturbingly,  there  have  been  growing 
numbers  of  reports  of  anti-Israel  incidents 
on  Canadian  campuses  that  have  crossed 
the  line  into  anti-Semitism,  including  sever- 
al disconcerting  reports  of  anti-Semitic  vio- 
lence at  York  University  in  Toronto  and 
UBC  in  Vancouver. 

While  it  is  important  that  our  universities 
remain  venues  for  freedom  of  expression  of 
all  points-of-view,  it  is  unacceptable  that 
anyone  be  subjected  to  any  form  of  hatred 

or  violence 


Obama  visits  Ottawa  but  skips  the  Beaver  Tails 


Greetings,  and  welcome  to  beautiful  Ot- 
tawa, Ontario,  Canada,  the  second  coldest 
capital  city  in  the  world  - after  Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia. 

Well,  the  third  coldest  really,  ever  since 
Kazakhstan  moved  its  capital  north  a dozen 
years  ago,  from  balmy  Almaty  to  freezing 
Astana  (you  remember  that  big  move,  don't 
you?). 

Of  course,  some  put  Ottawa  all  the  way 
down  at  seventh  on  the  chilly  capital  city  list, 
after  Ulaanbaatar,  Astana,  Moscow,  Helsinki, 
Reykjavik,  and  Tallinn,  Estonia. 

But  still,  we’re  cold  - really  cold  - top  10 
cold. 

So  cold  we’re  cool. 

And  we  do  have  the  world’s  longest  skat- 
ing rink. 

Well,  we  did  have  the  world’s  longest 
skating  rink.  Until  last  year,  when  Winnipeg’s 
River  Trail  knocked  the  Rideau  Canal  out  of 
the  Guinness  Book  of  World  Records,  thanks 
to  a few  hundred  metres  of  extra  shovelling. 

But  Winnipeg’s  skating  trail,  as  long  as  it 
may  be,  is  a scrawny,  emaciated  thing,  the 
width  of  three  or  four  skaters.  Dozens  of  Ot- 
tawans  can  fit  across  the  Rideau  Canal;  hun- 
dreds, in  some  sections. 

So  we  still  have  the  world’s  LARGEST 
skating  rink. 

Does  that  make  you  feel  better? 

And  we  remain  the  world  headquarters  for 
Beaver  Tails;  and  maple  baseball  bats;  and 


Canadian  politicians. 

If  you  want  any  of  those  things,  you  know 
where  best  to  find  ‘em. 

Right  here  in  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada. 

Did  I mention  how  cold  it  gets? 

Years  ago,  I interviewed  a number  of  am- 
bassadors to  Canada  who  had  arrived  from 
warmer  comers  of  the  globe.  I asked  them 
about  their  experiences  serving  in  the  second, 
or  third,  or  seventh  coldest  capital  city  on 
earth. 

Some  of  them  struggled  to  maintain  a 
diplomatic  demeanour.  The  ambassador  from 
Barbados  seemed  near  tears  when  describing 
his  first  Ottawa  winter. 

New  Zealand’s  High  Commissioner  to 
Canada  was  much  more  cheery.  He  explained 
his  country  was  so  small  that  he  had  to  serve 
simultaneously  as  envoy  not  only  to  Ottawa, 
but  also  to  the  capitals  of  a number  of 
Caribbean  island  nations. 

As  chance  would  have  it.  he  always  had  to 
do  his  annual  tour  of  Jamaica,  Trinidad  et  al. 
in  January,  February  and  March. 


He  always  made  sure  to  brag  about  his 
winter  travels  to  his  fellow  ambassadors  back 
in  Ottawa.  Diplomacy  can  be  a vicious  busi- 
ness. 

The  New  Zealand  emissary  didn’t  seem 
too  fazed  about  leaving  Ottawa  in  February 
and  missing  Winterlude. 

Too  bad  for  him.  no?  Because  Winterlude 
is  cool. 

In  fact,  Winterlude  can  be  added  to  the  list 
of  Things  Ottawa  is  the  World  Capital  Of. 
Beaver  Tails,  maple  baseball  bats,  etc. 

Let’s  see  Barbados  try  to  host  an  outdoor 
ice  sculpture  competition. 

So,  why  am  I bothering  to  go  through  this 
list?  Why  am  I trying  to  hype  the  wintertime 
charms  of  my  adopted  hometown? 

I’m  doing  so  with  one  person  in  mind: 

U.S.  President  Barack  H.  Obama. 

The  new  American  president  planned  a 
trip  to  Ottawa  this  month.  By  the  time  you 
read  this,  he's  expected  to  have  already  come 
and  gone. 

It  was  to  be  Obama’s  first  trip  outside  the 
United  States  since  his  inauguration,  restor- 
ing a longstanding  tradition  that  was  broken 
by  George  W.  Bush,  who  visited  Mexico 
first. 

Bush  eventually  did  show  up  in  Ottawa 
for  a full  state  visit,  complete  with  a lavish 
dinner  at  the  Museum  of  Civilization,  a cour- 
tesy call  to  the  Governor  General,  and  hun- 
dreds of  riot  police  holding  back  thousands 


of  protestors. 

When  Bill  Clinton  visited  Ottawa  as  presi- 
dent in  the  winter  of  1995,  Hillary  and 
Chelsea  Clinton  went  for  a skate  on  the  canal 
and  a taste  of  Beaver  Tail. 

But  Obama  did  not  plan  any  of  those 
things,  despite  the  fact  his  visit  coincided 
with  Winterlude. 

No  parliamentary  address  by  Obama  in 
Ottawa  (he  may  be  saving  his  first  major  ad- 
dress on  foreign  soil  for  the  Muslim  world). 
No  meet-and-greet  sessions  with  the  public. 
Not  even  an  overnight  stay. 

It’s  a bit  of  letdown  for  Obama's  many 
Canadian  fans.  He’s  more  popular  here  than 
any  Canadian  politician. 

Also,  perhaps,  a blow  to  our  civic  pride  in 
the  Capital  of  Cold.  Despite  a Hawaiian 
background,  Obama  - who  cut  his  political 
teeth  in  Chicago  - is  a cold-weather  fan. 

A few  days  after  becoming  president,  he 
was  already  scolding  the  residents  of  Wash- 
ington. D.C.  for  closing  down  local  schools 
on  account  of  a bit  of  snow. 

No  doubt  Obama’s  aides  will  be  perusing 
the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  to  see  how  well 
his  visit  went  over  with  the  locals. 

So  . . . Winterlude  happens  every  year,  Mr. 
President. 

See  you  next  February?  And  did  you  no- 
tice how  delightfully  cold  it  gets  up  here? 

Alan  Echenberg  is  TVOntario  's 
Parliamentan  bureau  chief. 
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Widening  the  Jewish  circle 

Mira  Sucharov’s  column.  Intermarriage  revisited: 
widening  the  Jewish  circle  (January  26),  was  both  timely 
and  appreciated.  One  need  not  look  very  far  to  see  the  ways 
in  which  “inroads  to  Jewish  welcoming  are  being  made.” 
The  Ottawa  Reconstructionist  Havurah.  a member  of  the 
Jewish  Reconstructionist  Federation  since  1988.  has  been 
welcoming  persons  who  are  not  Jewish,  and  are  partnered 
with  Jewish  members  of  our  community,  as  full  members 
for  the  past  22  years. 

Our  congregation  strongly  values  the  notion  of  commu- 
nity, equality  and  inclusivity  and  endeavours  to  welcome 
those  who  share  these  values  while  preserving  the  continu- 
ity of  Jewish  people  and  the  integrity  of  Jewish  practice. 

Reconstructionist  Judaism  is  a progressive,  contempo- 
rary approach  to  Jewish  life  that  integrates  a deep  respect 
for  traditional  Judaism  with  the  insights  and  ideas  of  con- 
temporary social,  intellectual  and  spiritual  life. 

It  was  Mordechai  Kaplan,  the  founder  of  Reconstruc- 
tionism, who  first  instituted  the  tradition  of  the  Bat  Mitzvah 
in  1922,  making  it  possible  for  girls  to  formalize  their  entry 
into  the  adult  Jewish  community  by  reading  from  the  Torah 
at  services,  and  counting  as  part  of  a minyan. 

We  believe  in  bi-lineal  descent,  meaning  children  of  one 
Jewish  parent,  of  either  gender,  are  considered  Jewish  if 
raised  as  Jews.  The  haf-Jewish  woman  married  to  a half- 
Jewisli  man  referred  to  in  Sucharov’s  column  should  know 
that  her  daughter  would  be  welcome  to  have  her  Bat  Mitz- 
vah within  our  community  as  long  as  she  identifies  herself 
as  Jewish,  does  not  practise  another  religion  and  has  been  a 
member  of  our  community  for  two  years. 

Our  inclusivity  committee  is  currently  studying  the  issue 
of  intermarriage  and  we  expect  to  soon  have  a policy  re- 
flecting our  current  thinking. 

For  more  information  on  Reconstructionism  and  our 
community,  please  visit  www.jrf.org  and  orh.ca. 

Halina  Siedlikowski  and  Deborah  Margo 
Ottawa  Reconstructionist  Havurah 

Taking  issue 

with  Mira  Sucharov’s  column 
on  intermarriage 

1 am  not  some  benighted  rabbi  who  doesn’t  live  in  the 
20th  century,  never  mind  the  21st.  I can  say  that  Ottawa  is 
unique  in  my  experience,  for  1 don’t  know  a single  unen- 
lightened rabbi  here  - and  that  includes  rabbis  among  the 
fervently  Orthodox,  one  of  whom  is  a Canadian  Forces 
chaplain.  The  profession  of  chaplaincy  is  not  for  the  faint  of 
heart.  1 am  both  a chaplain  and  a spiritual  director  and  1 
teach  both  subjects. 

A chaplaincy  role  is  distinct  from  a rabbinic  role  im- 
posed by  a congregation  with  allied  affiliation.  A Conserv- 
ative rabbi  will  announce  Conservative  positions.  An  Or- 
thodox rabbi  will  announce  Orthodox  positions,  and  so  on. 
Both  know  that  their  congregants  will  either  follow  those 
positions  or  not.  A chaplain  responds  to  personal  need,  not 
to  institutional  bias.  The  fervently  Orthodox  chaplain,  for 
example,  will  encounter  people  of  many  faiths  or  none  and 
respond  to  their  need  for  solace  and  comfort.  He  does  not 
do  this  from  the  institutional  bias  imposed  by  the  Orthodox 


Union  or  the  International  Conference  of  Chabad-Lubav- 
itch  Emissaries. 

As  a chaplain  and  spiritual  director,  I do  not  see  it  [in- 
termarriage] as  a tragedy  after  the  fact.  After  the  reality  is 
established,  my  only  role  is  to  be  helpful.  In  this  regard,  I 
am  different  from  many  rabbis,  of  whatever  denomination. 

I will  move  Heaven  and  Earth  to  discourage  intermar- 
riage. I have  been  involved  with  one  intermarriage.  The  ex- 
perience was  enough  to  convince  me  that  chaplaincy  does 
not  extend  to  the  choice  of  marriage  partner.  My  involve- 
ment was  a mistake,  and  I absolutely  insist  that  marriage 
occur  between  two  Jewish  partners.  I have  been  approached 
many  times  by  potential  conversion  students  who  have  non- 
Jewish  partners.  I will  not  undertake  instruction  under  those 
circumstances.  How  can  a basis  for  Jewish  identity  occur  in 
a marriage  where  only  one  spouse  is  Jewish,  whether  by 
choice  or  by  birth? 

There  is  no  genetic  determination  of  Judaism.  The  way 
one  chooses  to  be  seen  by  those  who  see  us  is  an  important 
aspect  of  traditional  Judaisms.  A social  scientist  might  call 
this  an  ascriptive  modality , and  non-traditional  Judaisms 
have  generally  dropped  this  form  of  identity.  Judaism  main- 
tains a variety  of  prescriptive  identity  patterns,  however,  re- 
gardless of  whether  or  not  obvious  signs  of  affiliation  are 
present.  The  chuppah  is  one  example. 

The  likelihood  of  Jewish  continuity  for  the  children  bom 
to  a blended  faith  household  does  not  depend  on  the  chup- 
pah, it  depends  on  the  synagogue.  Sucharov’s  wish  that 
synagogues  open  their  membership  to  non-Jewish  spouses 
will  never  happen  in  the  mainstream.  Ever.  If  the  non-Jew- 
ish spouse  wants  membership,  he  or  she  should  convert.  No 
synagogue  will  then  refuse  membership.  Nul  Where’s  the 
issue? 

Synagogues  are  for  those  who  identify  as  observant,  ir- 
respective of  how  observance  manifests  itself.  Sucharov  is 
not  breaking  new  halachic  ground  with  her  assertion  that 
one  may  be  Jewish  by  identity.  The  Shulhan  Arukh,  which 
remains  the  primary  arbiter  of  modem  Jewish  tradition, 
agrees  with  her  assertion  in  certain  instances.  Marriage  is 
not  one  of  those  instances,  however. 

You’re  either  observant  enough  that  Halacha  means 
something  to  you,  or  you’re  not.  That  premise,  in  fact, 
forms  the  modem  polemical  premise  of  Reform  Judaism, 
which  is  no  less  prescriptive  than  any  other  denomination 
even  as  it  may  be  (though  with  decreasing  severity)  less  ha- 
lachic. I fail  to  understand  the  logic  that  synagogues  should 
welcome  with  open  arms  someone  who  is  not  in  the  least  bit 
interested  in  the  prescriptive  behaviours  of  Judaism. 

And  the  children?  The  parent  who  joins  a synagogue  for 
a child’s  sake  had  better  be  prepared  for  a child  who  makes 
innocent  enquiries,  and  possibly  demands,  about  obser- 
vance. The  religious  outreach  movement  fills  its  yeshivas 
with  men  and  women  who  grew  up  with  Jewish  identity  but 
without  Jewish  observance. 

Rabbi  Arie  Chark 

Editor ’s  note:  Several  of  Rabbi  Chark 's  points  need  clari- 
fication. 

Rabbi  Chark  says  "there  is  no  genetic  determination  of 
Judaism.  ” It  should  be  noted  that,  when  Sucharov  referred 
to  a "genetic  definition  " of  one 's  Jewishness,  she  was 


referring  to  the  traditional  definition  of  being  considered 
Jewish  if  one  is  born  to  a Jewish  mother. 

Rabbi  Chark  categorically  states  that  "mainstream  ” 
synagogues  will  never  open  their  membership  to  non-Jew- 
ish spouses.  However,  as  Sucharov  notes  in  her  column  this 
issue.  Temple  Israel  does,  indeed,  welcome  "families  with 
a non-Jewish  partner.  ” And  as  mentioned  in  another  letter, 
so  too  does  the  Ottawa  Reconstructionist  Havurah.  This 
practice  is  common  among  Reform  and  Reconstructionist 
congregations.  Both  Reform  and  Reconstructionist  Judaism 
are  of  the  mainstream  in  modern-day  North  America. 

What  Rabbi  Chark  refers  to  as  Sucharov’s  "assertion 
that  one  may  be  Jewish  by  identity, " was  the  suggestion 
that  children  born  of  a Jewish  father  and  non-Jewish  moth- 
er be  accepted  as  such. 

SJCC  needs 
a better  sound  system 

The  headline  read  “Ottawa  community  rallies  in  support 
of  Israel”  (January  26). 

But  we  weren’t  there.  For  years,  my  husband,  who  is 
hard-of-hearing,  has  not  been  able  to  attend  events  at  the 
Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre  (SJCC).  We  heard 
from  some  people  at  the  rally  that  they  could  not  hear  the 
speakers.  As  the  population  ages,  most  males  start  losing 
their  high-end  hearing  at  45. 

The  administration  has  been  aware  of  this  problem  for  a 
long  time,  but,  until  recently,  has  done  nothing  about  it. 

My  husband  and  I invited  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Na- 
tional Arts  Centre  to  advise  the  SJCC  as  to  what  they  would 
need  to  install  a proper  sound  system.  He  visited  with  them 
( gratis ) months  ago. 

We  have  been  informed  by  the  SJCC  administration  that 
they  have  applied  for  a grant. 

Are  we  waiting  for  Godot? 

Louise  and  Harvey  Glatt 

Editor's  note:  Maxine  Miska,  SJCC  interim  president  and 
COO,  confirms  that,  indeed,  the  SJCC  has  applied  for  a 
grant  to  fund  the  purchase  and  installation  of  a much-im- 
proved sound  system,  one  that  will  improve  the  ability  of 
hearing-impaired  persons  to  better  enjoy  events  at  the  cen- 
tre as  soon  as  possible. 

She  also  points  out  that  the  specific  rally  referred  to  in 
the  letter  was  a Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa  event  that 
used  a rented  sound  system. 

It’s  Shaun  Altshuller 
who’s  a Raider 

I was  just  reading  the  Bulletin  (February  9)  and  noticed 
an  error  in  the  O-Zone  sports  column.  Playing  on  the  Ne- 
pean Raiders  Junior  A team  along  with  Andrew  Calof  is  not 
Daniel  Altshuller,  but  Shaun  Altshuller.  As  well,  there  is  not 
a ‘c’in  the  name  Altshuller.  The  Raiders  acquired  another 
Jewish  player  during  the  month  of  December  from  Boston. 
Hs  name  is  Max  Barron. 

Daniel  Altshuller  is  a goaltender  for  the  Ottawa  AAA 
Senators  Major  Bantam  team. 

Thank  you,  I always  look  forward  to  reading  the  Bulletin 
Sheryl  Blumenthal 


Letters 

welcome 


Letters  to  the  Editor  are  welcome  if  they  are 
brief,  signed,  timely  and  of  interest  to  our  read- 
ership. The  Bulletin  reserves  the  right  to  refuse, 
edit  or  condense  letters. 

The  Mailbag  column  will  be  published  as 


space  permits. 

Send  your  letters  to  Michael  Regenstreif, 
Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin,  21  Nadolny  Sachs 
Private,  Ottawa,  Ontario  K2A  1 R9;  or  by  e-mail 
to  mregenstreif@ottawajewishbiilletin.  com . 
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Tu  Bi’Shevat  Telethon  a resounding  success 

By  Jane  and  Martin  Gordon,  Co-Chairs 
Ottawa  Tu  Bi’Shevat  Telethon  2009 

Thank  you  Ottawa!  You  made  the  2009  Tu  Bi’Shevat 
Telethon  a resounding  success  by  responding  so  generous- 
ly when  our  volunteer  callers  reached  you  at  home  on  Feb- 
ruary 8.  Now  that  it’s  over,  we  would  like  to  tell  you  some 
more  about  the  project  you’re  supporting. 

When  we  visited  Israel  in  the  fall  of  2008,  we  were 
privileged  to  visit  Adamit  Park  with  Kalil  Adar,  a forester 
employed  by  JNF-KKL. 

Adamit  Park  is  the  site  of  the  proposed  memorial  to 
Eldad  Regev  z”l  and  Ehud  Goldwasserz”!.  It  is  a beautiful 
site  and  we  recommend  that  anyone  visiting  Israel  include 
it  on  their  list  of  places  to  see.  The  views  are  truly  spectac- 
ular and  it  is  a very  appropriate  location  for  the  proposed 
memorial  to  the  two  soldiers  as  it  is  only  five  kilometres 
from  where  they  were  kidnapped.  While  we  were  there,  we 
saw  another  memorial  and  can  testify  that  JNF-KJCL  did  a 
very  tasteful  job  on  that  one.  So  we  feel  certain  that  they 
will  do  an  equally  wonderful  one  for  the  two  soldiers. 

Since  the  plight  of  the  two  soldiers  touched  the  Ottawa 
Jewish  community,  JNF  of  Ottawa  decided  to  focus  its  an- 
nual Tu  Bi'Shevat  Telethon  on  fundraising  in  honour  and 
memory  of  Goldwasser  z”l  and  Regev  z’T.  As  a result  of 
your  generosity,  trees  will  be  planted  in  their  memory  and 
a memorial  will  also  be  constructed  in  their  names. 

As  Brian  Pearl  noted  in  the  February  9 Bulletin , the 
Telethon  would  not  have  happened  without  the  support  of 
the  many  individuals  who  gave  of  their  time  to  ensure  its 
success.  Professional  staff,  including  Mark  Mendelson  and 
his  team  in  Montreal,  and  Susan  Schwartzman  of  the  Ot- 
tawa office,  did  a sterling  job,  as  did  the  JNF  Ottawa 
Board,  chaired  by  Brian. 

As  well,  60  or  so  volunteers  came  out  to  help  on  the  day 
of  the  Telethon  to  work  the  phones,  keep  track  of  the  fi- 
nances, etc.  In  addition.  Patrons  and  Sponsors  provided 
funds  to  defray  the  costs,  and  suppliers  donated  food  and 
other  goods.  A special  thank  you  to  Steven  Gordon  and  his 
team  at  Regional  Group,  Moishe’s  Grill  in  the  Soloway 
JCC,  Northern  Management  Services,  Rideau  Bakery, 
Nine  to  Five  Coffee  and  Loblaws  College  Square. 

While  the  Telethon  was  about  trees.  JNF  is  about  much 
more  than  trees.  JNF  is  about  environment  and  quality  of 
life.  It  establishes  reservoirs  that  preserve  much  needed 
water,  rehabilitates  watersheds,  carries  out  extensive  agri- 
cultural research,  explores  and  preserves  archeological 
sites,  and  develops  urban  parks  and  playgrounds  for  chil- 
dren, including  one  that  was  built  recently  in  Sderot. 

By  donating  to  JNF,  whether  by  buying  trees,  support- 
ing the  Negev  Dinner,  remembering  a loved  one  or  a spe- 
cial anniversary,  or  by  volunteering  your  time,  you  are 
truly  making  a difference  in  the  lives  of  Israelis. 

If  you  did  not  hear  from  one  of  our  volunteers  on  Feb- 
ruary 8,  and  would  like  to  donate  to  this  year’s  Telethon, 
please  contact  Susan  Schwartzman  at  the  JNF  Ottawa  of- 
fice at  613-798-2411. 

On  a daily  basis  you  can  plant 
trees  for  all  occasions.  An  attrac- 
tive card  is  sent  to  the  recipient. 

To  order,  call  the  JNF  office 
(61 3.798.24 11). 


Young  Israel  appoints  new  rabbi 


By  Alan  Williams 
President 

Young  Israel  of  Ottawa 

Young  Israel  of  Ottawa 
has  welcomed  Rabbi  Ari 
Galandauer  and  his  wife, 
Erin,  to  the  Young  Israel 
community  as  our  new 
rabbi  and  rebbetzin. 

Born  in  Montreal,  Rabbi 
Galandauer  grew  up  in  the 
Chomedy  and  Cote  St.  Luc 
neighbourhoods  and  was  in- 
volved in  the  active  Jewish 
communities  there. 

“I  will  always  be  indebt- 
ed to  Beth  Zion  Congrega- 
tion,” said  Rabbi  Galan- 
dauer of  the  Cote  St.  Luc 
synagogue.  “At  Beth  Zion.  I 
learned  to  daven  from  the 
amud , lain  the  Torah  and 
was  afforded  many  opportu- 
nities to  teach  classes  and 
deliver  sermons.” 

Rabbi  Galandauer  at- 
tended Yeshiva  Gedola 
Merkaz  Hatorah  and  gradu- 
ated from  Hebrew  Academy 
in  Montreal.  He  continued 
his  Jewish  studies  at  Yeshi- 
vat  Mikdash  Melech  in 
Jerusalem  and  returned  to 
pursue  rabbinic  ordination 
at  Kollel  Horaah  of  Montre- 
al as  well  as  a post-graduate 
certificate  in  advanced  rab- 
binics and  synagogue  man- 
agement from  the  National 
Council  of  Young  Israel  and 
Touro  College. 

Rabbi  Galandauer  mar- 


ried Erin  Gordon  of  Ottawa. 
After  he  graduated  from 
rabbinical  school  and  the 
first  of  their  four  children 
was  bom,  the  Galandauers 
returned  to  Israel  where  he 
entered  the  Ohr  Lagola 
Rabbinic  Training  Program 
in  Jerusalem. 

As  part  of  the  program, 
trainees  spend  at  least  two 
years  assisting  and  doing 


outreach  in  small  Jewish 
communities.  This  led  the 
Galandauers  to  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  where  Rabbi 
Galandauer  served  as  rabbi 
at  Sha'arei  Tefilah,  a com- 
munity synagogue  and  out- 
reach organization,  for  three 
years. 

“Salt  Lake  City  was  a 
wonderftil  experience  for 
my  family  and  me,”  he  re- 


called. “And  as  much  as  the 
community  appreciated  and 
valued  the  presence  of  a 
young  rabbi  and  his  family, 
we  personally  gained  10- 
fold  from  the  opportunity  to 
serve  in  the  community.” 

The  rabbi  and  his  family 
left  Salt  Lake  City  for  Ot- 
tawa because  there  are  no 
Jewish  schools  there. 

“It  was  hard  to  say  good- 
bye to  the  friends  we  made, 
relationships  we  built  and 
community  we  led.  We 
could  not,  however,  put  our 
children's  Jewish  education 
at  risk,”  explained  Rabbi 
Galandauer. 

On  moving  to  Ottawa, 
Rabbi  Galandauer  began 
teaching  at  Cheder  Ram- 
bam. 

He  also  served  as  a sup- 
ply teacher  for  Hillel  Acad- 
emy and  taught  at  Ottawa 
Talmud  Torah  Afternoon 
School  and  Yitzhak  Rabin 
High  School.  He  is  current- 
ly teaching  at  Torah  Acade- 
my in  addition  to  his  new 
duties  as  rabbi  of  Young  Is- 
rael. 

The  Young  Israel  Syna- 
gogue is  committed  to 
maintaining  high  standards 
of  Halacha  while  welcom- 
ing participation  from  all 
members  of  our  community 
at  services  and  a broad 
range  of  programs  and 
classes  for  youth  and  adults. 


which  is  enhanced  by  our  superb  service. 

We  do  the  work,  so  you  can  have  the  leisure  time  to 
enjoy  everything  Central  Park  Lodge  has  to  offer. 


CENTRAL  PARK  LODGES 

RETIREMENT  RESIDENCES 


^ n/mm/uj 


2370  & 2374  Carling  Avenue  (613)820-7333 
www.reveraliving.com 
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Trip  to  Ukraine  to  showcase  revival  of  Jewish 


Children  and  their  teacher  at  the  Mitzvah  Kindergarten  and  Day 
School  in  Kiev,  Ukraine. 


By  Atara  Beck 
Jewish  Tribune 

There  is  so  much  need  in  the 
Ukrainian  Jewish  community  of 
approximately  100,000  souls, 
but  what  most  moved  Marra 
Messinger  during  a visit  there  last 
summer  was  the  desperate  situa- 
tion of  the  elderly. 

“These  people  lived  through  the 
Holocaust,  through  communism, 
and  they  deserve,  at  least,  to  live  out 
their  twilight  years  in  dignity,”  said 
the  Ottawa-based  national  execu- 
tive director  of  the  Canadian 
Friends  of  the  Ukrainian  Jewish 
Community  (CFUJC). 

Messinger  witnessed  the  “won- 
derful work”  being  done  by  the  wel- 
fare network  established  by  the 
Jewish  community  of  Kiev  in  1995, 
including  meals  for  impoverished 
seniors,  a medical  clinic,  assistance 
to  orphans  and  a plethora  of  reli- 
gious, social  and  educational  activi- 
ties. 

About  200  elderly  Jews  go  to  the 
Kiev  synagogue  daily  because 
there’s  a soup  kitchen  in  the  base- 
ment, she  said.  “Otherwise,  they 
wouldn’t  have  a meal.  There's  a 
waiting  list  for  hundreds  more.  So 
much  more  could  be  done  with  in- 
creased funding.” 


Winnipeg-born  businessman 
Nathan  Jacobson,  who  now  resides 
in  Toronto  and  Israel,  founded 
CFUJC  two  years  ago  and  is  its 
chair.  His  contact,  through  business, 
with  the  Kiev  Jewish  community 
and  subsequent  concern  about  the 
extremely  difficult  situation  there 
inspired  his  decision  to  create  the 
non-profit  organization. 

“It  is  precisely  because  the  Jews 
of  the  former  Soviet  Union  are  no 
longer  the  in  cause  of  the  North 
American  Jewish  communities  that 
it  is  important  to  help  out  now,”  Ja- 
cobson stated.  “Many  seniors  and 
children  are  suffering.  We  in  Cana- 
da won  the  lottery.  It  is  now  up  to 
up  to  us  to  help  the  ones  who  were 
left  behind.” 

In  an  effort  to  raise  awareness, 
he  has  spoken  about  the  issue  at 
synagogues  in  major  Canadian 
cities. 

The  majority  of  Jews  in  Ukraine, 
about  80,000,  live  in  Kiev.  Accord- 
ing to  Messinger,  many  had  been 
hiding  their  Jewish  background, 
and  “more  and  more  are  coming  out 
and  identifying  as  Jews  every  day.” 

Jacobson,  whose  family  roots 
are  in  Pavolitch,  Ukraine,  discov- 
ered that  the  cemetery  where  his 
relatives  were  buried  had  been  des- 


ecrated, and  he  restored  it. 

Stephen  Brodsky,  another  board 
member,  is  a great-grandnephew  of 
the  founders  of  the  Brodsky  syna- 
gogue, who  were  known  as  great 
philanthropists.  It  was  built  in  the 
late  19th  century,  destroyed  by  the 


Nazis  during  the  Second  World  War 
and  renovated  in  2000. 

CFUJC  has  organized  a trip  to 
Ukraine  from  April  1 9 to  26  with  an 
option  to  visit  Israel  April  27  to 
May  5,  during  the  week  of  Yom 
Hazikaron  and  Yom  Ha’Atzmaut. 


community 

According  to  Messinger,  the 
Ukrainian  tour  will  provide  an  “in- 
sider’s view”  of  both  historical  and 
contemporary  Jewish  Ukraine.  The 
itinerary  will  include  the  magnifi- 
cent Sophia  Park  as  well  as  the  in- 
famous Babi  Yar  ravine,  the  mysti- 
cal town  of  Uman,  the  grave  of 
Rabbi  Nachman  of  Breslov  and 
several  other  significant  sites  of  the 
once-thriving  Yiddish  culture  and 
the  beginnings  of  the  Zionist  move- 
ment. 

Participants  will  learn  not  only 
about  the  Ukrainian  Jewish  com- 
munity’s great  contributions  of  the 
past,  but  also  about  the  revival  of 
Jewish  life  now  taking  place  there, 
including  special  projects  that  have 
been  established  and  the  people  in- 
volved on  both  the  giving  and  the 
receiving  ends. 

A car  and  guide  can  be  arranged 
for  anyone  wishing  to  visit  the 
birthplace  of  his  or  her  relatives  on 
the  condition  that  the  organizers  are 
notified  a month  in  advance. 

To  join  this  trip  to  the  cradle  of 
Western  Jewish  civilization  or  to 
make  a donation,  call  Marra 
Messinger  at  1-888-965-0003  or 
email  mmessinger@cfujc.org. 

For  more  information  on  the  or- 
ganization, visit  cfujc.org. 


FEDERATION  I 

O OTTAWA 
1*114  • : 


SAVE  THE  DATE:  Thursday,  March  26,  2009  • 8:00  pm 

i * mmw  MIGHT  OUT 


Committee  Chairs  Harold  Feder  & Mitch  Miller 

The  Velvet  Room  • 62  York  Street 


With  comedian  Aaron  Berg 

Eat,  drink,  laugh,  kibbitz 
and  play  a little  blackjack! 

Tickets  $36  in  advance,  $45  at  door 

Free  Valet  Parking 


Contact  Nancy  Walkington  (613)  798-4696  ext  241  or  nwalkington@jewishottawa.com 

www.jewishottawa.  com 


Live  Generously.' 


IT  DOES  A WORLD  OF  GOOD 
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Soloway  JCC  to  honour  volunteers  at  AGM,  Feb  25 


By  Pamela  Rosenberg 
for  Soloway  JCC 

The  Solovvay  Jewish  Commu- 
nity Centre  (JCC)  has  announced 
the  recipients  of  two  awards,  who 
will  be  honoured  at  the  Soloway 
JCC  annual  general  meeting  on 
February  25. 

Steven  Kerzner  will  receive  the 
Ben  Karp  Soloway  JCC  Volunteer 
Service  Award  for  his  work  on  be- 
half of  the  Soloway  JCC  and  Benji 
Finestone  and  Melanie  Paquin 
will  share  the  Grossman-Klein 
Teen  Leadership  Award  for  their 
dedication  and  service  to  the  Jew- 
ish community  and  to  the  commu- 
nity-at-large. 

Kerzner  has  volunteered  in  the 
Jewish  community,  and  within  his 
industry  association,  in  a variety 
of  capacities.  He  has  been  with 
Bakermet,  his  family’s  scrap 
metal  recycling  business,  for  more 
than  30  years  serving,  for  the  past 
eight  years,  on  the  board  of  direc- 


Steven  Kerzner 

tors  of  the  Canadian  Association 
of  Recycling  Industries. 

In  addition,  Kerzner  has  been 
co-chair  of  the  Jewish  Federation 
of  Ottawa’s  Annual  Campaign 
Top  Donors  division  and  chair  of 
the  Hillel  Academy/Soloway  JCC 
Desert  Classic  Golf  Tournament 


Benji  Finestone 

for  five  years. 

Finestone  is  in  his  first  year  at 
McGill  University.  While  a stu- 
dent at  Sir  Robert  Borden  High 
School,  he  was  president  of  the 
Jewish  Culture  Club.  He  has  been 
an  active  member  of  NCSY  and 
attended  Torah  High  for  two 


Melanie  Paquin 

years.  Finestone  travelled  to 
Poland  and  Israel  in  the  summer 
of  2007  to  learn  about  the  Holo- 
caust. 

This  summer,  Finestone  will  be 
in  Africa  working  with  an  interna- 
tional student  volunteers  program 
helping  to  develop  and  educate 


underprivileged  communities. 

Paquin,  a Grade  12  honour  roll 
student  at  Glebe  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute is  a graduate  of  Temple  Israel 
Religious  School.  Her  extensive 
list  of  achievements  includes  rep- 
resenting Canada  at  Children's  In- 
ternational Summer  Village  in 
Brazil  and  at  Children’s  Interna- 
tional Summer  Camp  in  Italy. 

Paquin  is  currently  working 
with  special  education  students, 
leading  activities  and  helping  with 
the  planning  of  holiday  events  at 
Temple  Israel  Religious  School. 

The  Soloway  Jewish  Commu- 
nity Centre  annual  general  meet- 
ing will  take  place  Wednesday, 
February  25,  7:00  pm,  in  the 
Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family 
Building  at  21  Nadolny  Sachs  Pri- 
vate. 

Contact  Gustavo  Rymberg  at 
613-798-9818  ext.  271  or 
grymberg@jccottawa.com  for 
more  information. 


Federation  program:  Guess  who’s  coming  to  dinner? 


By  Benita  Siemiatycki 
Jewish  Ottawa  InfoCentre 

No,  it’s  not  Sidney  Poitier.  But  it  could  be 
you  or  someone  you  know. 

In  an  effort  to  reach  and  welcome  Jewish 
newcomers  to  Ottawa,  as  well  as  people  who 
may  be  long-time  residents  but  have  had  a 
limited  affiliation  with  Judaism,  the  Jewish 
Federation  of  Ottawa  has  started  a Shabbat 
and  Holiday  Dinner  Program. 

Some  Ottawa-area  families  have  offered 
to  invite  individuals  into  their  homes  for  a 
haimeshe  meal  and  an  opportunity  to  forge 
connections  with  the  Jewish  community. 

If  you  are  relatively  new  to  Ottawa,  or 
know  someone  who  has  recently  arrived. 


please  contact  us.  Or  if  you  know  someone 
who  was  unaffiliated  and  is  now  seeking  to 
establish  ties  with  the  community,  please  en- 
courage them  to  call.  There  are  families  who 
would  love  to  have  these  individuals  and  fam- 
ilies over  for  a meaningful  Shabbat  dinner,  or 
to  celebrate  a holiday. 

We  will  try  to  match  up  the  hosts  and 
guests  by  the  ages  of  children,  if  any,  location 
and  other  requests  as  needed.  We  are  still 
looking  for  host  families,  and  for  people  who 
can  invite  Jewish  college  and  university  stu- 
dents to  their  homes  for  Passover  seders.  This 
year,  the  seders  coincide  with  exam  sched- 
ules, so  many  students  from  out  of  town  will 
not  be  celebrating  with  their  own  families. 


Paul  Dewar,  MP/Depute  Ottawa  Centre 

Working  for  you!  / Au  travail  pour  vous! 

I am  pleased  to: 

• provide  assistance  with  federal  agencies 

• arrange  letters  of  greetings 
for  special  occasions 

• answer  questions  about  federal  legislation 

• listen  to  your  feedback 


The  Federation  also  has  a Welcome  Kit  of  the  Jewish  community  over  dinner,  or  can 
filled  with  useful  information  for  recent  ar-  refer  someone  else,  or  if  you’d  like  a Wel- 
rivals  in  Ottawa.  come  Kit,  contact  me  at  613-798-4644  or 

If  you  would  like  to  meet  other  members  infocentre@jewishottawa.com. 


ft 

Jewish  V"^ Ottawa 

InfoCentre 


Got  a question  about  the 
local  Jewish  community? 

We  can  help. 

613-798-464 4 

infocentre@jewishotfawa.com 


“I  wanted  to  learn  some  basic  Hebrew  before  going 
on  a family  trip  to  Israel.  The  Jewish  Ottawa  InfoCentre 
told  me  where  to  get  information  on  courses.” 
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Hillel  Lodge 

LONG-TERM  CARE  FOUNDATION 


In  support 

of  the  Bess  and  Moe 
Greenberg  Family 
Hillel  Lodge 
In  the  Joseph 
and  Inez  Zelikovitz 
Long  Term  Care  Centre 


Card  Donations 

Card  donations  go  a long  way  to  improving  the 
quality  of  life  for  our  residents.  Thank  you  for  con- 
sidering their  needs  and  contributing  to  their  well- 
being. 

On  behalf  of  the  residents  and  their  families, 
we  extend  sincere  appreciation  to  the  following  in- 
dividuals and  families  who  made  card  donations  to 
the  Hillel  Lodge  Long-Term  Care  Foundation  be- 
tween January  22  and  February  3,  2009  inclu- 


HONOUR  FUNDS 

Unlike  a bequest  or  gift  of  life  insurance, 
which  are  realized  some  time  in  the  future,  a 
named  Honour  Fund  (i.e.,  endowment  fund)  is 
established  during  your  lifetime. 

By  making  a contribution  of  $1,000  or  more, 
you  can  create  a permanent  remembrance  for  a 
loved  one,  honour  a family  member,  declare  what 
the  Lodge  has  meant  to  you  and/or  support  a cause 
that  you  believe  in. 

A Hillel  Lodge  Honour  Fund  is  a permanent 
pool  of  capital  that  earns  interest  or  income  each 
year.  This  income  then  supports  the  priorities  des- 
ignated by  you,  the  donor. 

Bill  and  Leona  Adler 
Memorial  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

William  Bloom  by  Marilyn  Adler 

Mary  Burroughs  by  Marilyn  Adler 

Samuel  and  Jean  Akerman 
Memorial  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Herbert  Goldenberg  by  Sheila  and 
Larry  Hartman 

Tania  Firestone  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Cathy  Maron  Your  support  during  my 
mother’s  illness,  passing  and  shiva  is  ap- 
preciated more  than  I can  ever  express.  1 
am  lucky  to  have  such  a wonderful  friend 
by  Ida  Firestone 

Sharon  Weinstein  The  support  you 
gave  me  during  the  time  surrounding  my 
mother’s  illness,  passing  and  shiva  is  ap- 
preciated more  than  I can  ever  express. 
You  are  a wonderful  friend  by  Ida 
Firestone 


Friedberg  and  Dale  Families  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Faigy  and  Zach  Muroff  Mazal  tov  on 
the  birth  of  your  granddaughter  by  Elaine 
Friedberg  and  Bob  Dale 

Tammy  and  Aaron  Sandler  Mazal  tov 
on  Eddie  becoming  a Bar  Mitzvah  by 
Elaine  Friedberg  and  Bob  Dale 

Nell  Gluck  Memorial  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Molly  Hirsch  and  Eric  Elkin  Mazal 
tov  on  the  engagement  of  Nina  to  Jason  by 
Maureen  and  Henry  Molot 

Maureen  and  Henry  Molot  Mazal  tov 
on  the  birth  of  your  twin  granddaughters 
by  Anne  Edelson 

Chris  Sands  Our  warmest  congratula- 
tions on  your  engagement  to  Victoria.  We 
wish  you  many  decades  of  happiness  to- 
gether by  Maureen  and  Henry  Molot 
Mendy  Taller  Mazal  tov  on  the  en- 
gagement of  Jason  to  Nina  by  Maureen 
and  Henry  Molot 

Evelyn  and  Irving  Greenberg  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Sydney  Klotz  Wishing  you  continued 
good  health  with  love  by  Evelyn 
Greenberg  and  family 

Bill  and  Phyllis  Leith  Family 
Endowment  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Linda  and  Ted  Bonder  Mazal  tov  on 
the  birth  of  your  granddaughter  by  Arlene 
and  Seymour  Isenberg 

Sam  and  Dora  Litwack  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Naomi  and  Allan  Cracower  Wishing 
you  mazal  tov  on  the  birth  of  your  grand- 
son, Ethan  Samuel.  May  you  continue  to 
have  lots  of  nachas  from  your  children  and 
grandchildren  by  Dora  and  Sam  Litwack 

Schachter-lngber  Family  Fund 
R’fuah  Shlema: 

Ron  Kesten  by  Rachel  Schachter  and 
family 


Harold  and  Lillian  Shoihet 
Memorial  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Jack  Minuk  Mazal  tov  and  best  wishes 
on  your  special  birthday  by  Miriam  Sabol 
and  David  Shoihet 

R’fuah  Shlema: 

Esther  Cepelinski  by  Dovid  Shoihet 
Lisa  Glaser  by  David  Shoihet 

Label  and  Leona  Silver  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Suzanne  and  Paul  Bregman  Mazal  tov 
on  the  engagement  of  your  daughter  Jordie 
to  Mayer  by  Leona  and  Label  Silver 

R’fuah  Shlema: 

John  Greenberg  by  Leona  and  Label 
Silver 

Ralph  and  Anne  Sternberg 
Memorial  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Beloved  Aunt  of  Ted  Jacobsen  by 

Judith  and  Harvey  Slipacoff 

Sarah  and  Arnie  Swedler 
Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Betty  Ballon  Mazal  tov  and  best  wish- 
es on  your  101st  birthday  by  Sarah  and 
Amie  Swedler 

Dorothy  Nadolny  Best  wishes  for  a 
very  happy  special  birthday  by  Sarah  and 
Amie  Swedler 
In  Memory  of: 

William  Bloom  by  Sarah  and  Amie 
Swedler 

R’fuah  Shlema: 

Jacie  Levinson  by  Sarah  and  Amie 
Swedler 

Roslyn  and  Myles  Taller  Family 
Endowment  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Myles  Taller  Wishing  you  a happy  75th 
birthday!  Congratulations  on  this  mile- 
stone and  keep  up  the  good  work  by  Lois 
and  Jerry  Nudelman 

Toby  and  Joel  Yan  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Toby  Yan  Wishing  you  a very  happy 
birthday  by  Karen  and  Robert  Engel;  and 
Sandra  Yudin  and  Norman  Yan 

Residents  Feeding  Program 
In  Memory  of: 

Irene  Beiner  by  Mara  and  Isaac 
Muzikansky 


In  Honour  of: 

Jonathan  Isserlin  Wishing  you  all  the 
best  on  your  special  birthday  by  Mara  and 
Isaac  Muzikansky 

R'fuah  Shlema: 

Todd  Rosenberg  by  Carol  and  Larry 
Gradus 

********** 

IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Irene  Beiner  by  Lynn  Gillman  and 
Bobby  Kaminsky 

William  Bloom  by  the  Residents, 
Board  and  Staff  of  Hillel  Lodge 

Elias  Brantz  by  Merle  and  Rick  Moses 
and  family;  and  Lynn  Gillman  and  Bobby 
Kaminsky 

Mary  Burroughs  by  the  Residents, 
Board  and  Staff  of  Hillel  Lodge 

Mary  Goldberg  by  Shirley  and  Albert 
Winer 

Herbert  Goldenberg  by  Sylvia 
Monson;  Shirley  and  Albert  Winer;  and 
Leah  and  Yitzhak  Kalin 

Hela  Lipsman  by  Lynn  Gillman  and 
Bobby  Kaminsky 

Jack  Seguin  by  Cindy  Lalonde- 
Kardash  and  Dave  Lalonde 

IN  HONOUR  OF: 

Jackie  and  Burt  Gorenstein  Wishing 
you  mazal  tov  on  Yosepha’s  engagement 
by  Leah  and  Yitzhak  Kalin 

Queenie  Teichman  Wishing  you  a very 
happy  80th  birthday  by  Gloria  Shulman; 
Esther  and  Jack  Moldofsky;  Feme,  Jay, 
Brad,  Scott  and  all  their  families;  Ireene, 
Allan  and  Issie  Wolfson;  and  Shari,  Lyle, 
Jennifer  and  Josh  Teichman 

R’FUAH  SHLEMA: 

Ron  Kesten  by  Aunt  Frances,  Rose  and 
Kevin  Kardash,  and  Cindy  Lalonde- 
Kardash  and  Dave  Lalonde 

A very  generous  donation 
has  been  made  to  Hillel  Lodge 
by  Queenie  Sachs  Teichman, 
in  grateful  appreciation 
for  the  care  given 
her  beloved  brother, 

Dr.  Harold  Sachs 


$ 

Jfl 


Hillel  Lodge 

LONG-TERM  CARE  FOUNDATION 


THE  LODGE  EXPRESSES  ITS  SINCERE  APPRECIATION  FOR  YOUR  KIND  SUPPORT 
AND  APOLOGIZES  FOR  ANY  ERRORS  OR  OMISSIONS.  DUE  TO  SPACE  LIMITATIONS, 

THE  WORDING  APPEARING 

IN  THE  BULLETIN  IS  NOT  NECESSARILY  THE  WORDING  WHICH  APPEARED  ON  THE  CARD. 


GIVING  IS  RECEIVING  - ATTRACTIVE  CARDS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 
Here’s  a good  opportunity  to  recognize  an  event  or  convey  the  appropriate  sentiment  to  someone  important  to  you  and  at  the  same  time  support  the  Lodge.  Card  orders  may 
be  given  to  Debra  or  Rhonda  at  613-728-3900,  extension  111,  9:30  am  to  3:30  pm  Monday  to  Thursday,  9:00  am  to  2:00  pm  Friday.  You  may  also  e-mail  your  orders  to 
donalions@hillel-llc.coni.  E-mail  orders  must  include  name,  address,  postal  code,  and  any  message  to  person  receiving  the  card;  and,  amount  of  donation,  name,  address  and 
postal  code  of  the  person  making  the  donation.  Cards  may  be  paid  for  by  Visa,  Mastercard,  American  Express,  Cheque  or  Cash.  Contributions  are  tax  deductible. 
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Sea-to-sea  hike  raises  $100,000  for  victims  of  terror 


Participants  in  One  Family  Fund  Canada’s  first  annual  hike  gather  on  the  Mediterranean  shore  below  Rosh  Hanikrah. 


One  Family  Fund  Canada 
supports  the  work  in  Israel  of 
One  Family,  an  organization 
that  provides  victims  of  ter- 
rorism and  their  families  with 
direct  medical,  financial  and 
legal  assistance,  and  with 
emotional  and  psychological 
aid. 

Between  November  2 and 
6.  41  Canadians  participated 
in  One  Family  Fund  Canada's 
first  Sea-to-Sea  Hike  and 
walked  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sea  to  Lake  Kinneret. 
the  Sea  of  Galilee.  Ottawa 
participants  included  Lynda 
Nadolny.  Paul  Lyons,  Aubrey 
Goldstein,  Caroline  Vanneste, 
and  Brian  and  Susan  Gold. 

Shan  Silverstein  describes 
her  experience  and  reaction  to 
the  hike:  “It  will  take  some 
time  for  the  41  participants  of 
the  One  Family  Fund’s  Sea- 


to-Sea  hike  to  return  to  our 
everyday  lives.  Each  of  us  has 
come  back  changed  in  some 
way.  The  experience  was  si- 
multaneously exhilarating, 
emotional,  meaningful,  bond- 
ing, memorable  and  quite 
emotionally  draining. 

“We  are  a proud  group.  We 
raised  close  to  SI 00,000  for 
Israel’s  victims  of  terror,  sev- 
eral of  whom  participated  in 
our  daily  hikes  sharing  their 
heart-wrenching  stories  with 
us  during  picnic  lunches  in 
spectacular  settings,  and  fol- 
lowing our  evening  meals. 

“We  have  returned  with  a 
deeper  connection  with  Eretz 
Israel,  having  spent  five  inti- 
mate days  hiking  along  the 
country’s  trails,  and  are  more 
connected  to  the  people  who 
face  each  day  with  the  reali- 
ties of  living  in  a country 


which  can  never  let  down  its 
guard. 

“We  filled  our  bottles  in 
the  Mediterranean  Sea  on 
Day  1 and  emptied  them  in 


the  Sea  of  Galilee  on  Day  5. 
In  between,  we  became  more 
humbled,  appreciative,  under- 
standing and  fulfilled  individ- 
uals.” 


The  Second  Annual  One 
Family  Fund  Sea-to-Sea  Hike 
will  take  place  October  25  to 
29,  2009. 

For  information  about  One 


Family  Fund,  or  the  hike, 
contact  One  Family  Fund 
Canada  at  416-644-4955  or 
hike@onefamilyfund.ca  or 
visit  onefamilyjund.ca. 


OTC  to  celebrate  Purim  in  the  jungle 


By  Ferris  Hamilton 
for  Ottawa  Torah  Center  Chabad 

Ottawa  Torah  Center  (OTC)  will  be  hosting  its  annual  Purim- 
around-the-world  party  on  Monday,  March  9,  6:30  pm,  at  the 
Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre.  This  year’s  stop  is  the  jungle. 

"Our  philosophy  is  to  create  innovative  holiday  programs  that 
invite  people  of  all  backgrounds  to  come  celebrate,  which  leaves 
an  impact  on  the  participants,  and  which  makes  Yiddishkeit  fun 
and  exciting,”  says  Rabbi  Menachem  Blum  of  OTC.  “We  have 
been  hosting  these  Purim  parties  for  over  10  years  now  and.  with 
every  year,  they're  getting  more  and  more  popular." 

The  non-stop  fun  program  will  include  a delicious  kosher 
grill  menu  and  salad  bar.  In  the  spirit  of  the  jungle,  participants 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  come  face  to  face  and  interact  with 
giant  snakes,  alligators  and  lizards  as  well  as  drum  in  a drum- 
ming circle  or  play  other  jungle  instruments.  The  program  will 
include  the  traditional  Megillah  reading  along  with  a simultane- 
ous slide  show.  In  the  spirit  of  Purim,  participants  are  invited  to 


masquerade  in  their  best  jungle  attire  or  any  other  costume. 

A special  feature  of  the  evening  will  be  the  amazing  Jamey 
Turner  from  Virginia,  who  will  play  music  with  60  wine  glasses. 
Jamey  creates,  and  performs  on,  unique  musical  instruments 
using  scientific  principles  related  to  sound.  He  is  one  of  only  a 
few  musicians  in  the  world  who  play  (he  glass  harp . an  instru- 
ment with  a clear,  pure  sound  that  brings  forth  wonder  in  every- 
one who  hears  it. 

Turner’s  glass  harp  has  60  stemmed-glasses,  which  he  tunes 
by  filling  them  with  water  to  various  levels.  He  plays  them  by 
dipping  his  fingers  into  bowls  of  water  and  going  around  the 
rims,  up  to  six  glasses  at  a time,  producing  both  melody  and  har- 
mony, just  like  a keyboard. 

Purim  in  the  Jungle  gets  underway  at  6:30  pm  on  March  9. 
The  Megillah  reading  is  at  7:30.  Admission  is  $18  adult,  $10 
child  and  SI 80  sponsorship. 

For  reservations  or  information,  please  call  Rabbi  Blum  at 
613-823-0866  or  visit  otlawatorahcenter.com. 


Jamey  Turner  fascinates  kids  of  all  ages  with  the  sound 
of  his  glass  harp.  He’ll  perform  March  9 at  OTC’s  Purim 
in  the  Jungle  event. 


Na’amat’s  Aviva  Chapter  selling  kosher-for-Passover  wines 


By  Deana  Schildkraut 
Aviva  Chapter 
Na’amat  Canada 
Aviva  Chapter  of  Na’amat 
Canada  is  ready  to  help  you 
prepare  for  Passover  with  our 
annual  Kosher-for-Passover 
wine  sale.  This  year,  we  have 
a large  selection  of  wines  and 
liqueurs  from  a variety  of 


countries  including  Israel, 
Australia,  Chile  and  others. 

Funds  raised  by  the  wine 
sale  help  support  Na’amat’s 
vast  network  of  social  and 
educational  services  in  Is- 
rael. Especially  now,  because 
of  terrorism  and  the  interna- 
tional economic  situation, 
the  number  of  Israelis  experi- 


encing hardship  is  increasing 
and  many  are  turning  to 
Na’amat  for  help. 

Services  funded  by  Na’a- 
mat in  Israel  include  day  care 
centres,  high  schools,  single 
parent  support  services,  legal 
aid  centres  and  a facility  for 
abused  women. 

Here  in  Ottawa,  Na’a- 


mat’s School  Supply  for  Kids 
program  supplies  packages 
of  school  supplies  each  Sep- 
tember to  children  living 
with  their  mothers  in  shelters 
for  battered  women. 

If  you  are  interested  in 
being  on  our  mailing  list  or 
purchasing  wine,  call  me  at 
613-726-9595. 


1 

it  www.freedmanfinancialsolutions.com 


Mark  W.  Freedman  b.a„  m.a.,  cfp 

Insurance,  Investments,  Financial  Planning 

Focusing  on  YOUR  needs 

Mention  you  saw  this  ad  in  the  Jewish  Bulletin 
to  receive  a reduced  financial  consultation  fee. 

613.614.5650 


Universal  life 
from  your  perspective 


Standard  Life  introduces  Perspecta,  a versatile  universal  life 
insurance  concept  for  both  individuals  and  businesses. 

This  innovative  financial  vehicle,  combining  guaranteed 
insurance  protection  and  a tax-sheltered  investment 
component,  can  be  customized  to  your  needs  with  four 
coverage  options  and  nine  investment  funds. 


And  every  Perspecta  policy  is  backed  with  Standard  Life’s 
S33.1  billion  m assets  and  an  exclusive  6-month 
satisfaction  guarantee. 


STANDARD  LIFE 


■ Driven. 

To  exceed  your  needs. 

www.standardlife.ca 


I 
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200 9 Annual  Campaign 

You  increased  your  pledge  by  10%!  \ 

n 

Orly  and  Stanley  Aaron 

Miriam  and  Mario  Burke 

Mark  and  Carol  Freedman 

Jacob  and  Irlt  Guttman 

H 

Alan  Abelson  and  Tracey  Kronlck 

Fernand  and  Esther  Bybelezer 

Howard  Fremeth 

Gerald  and  Hannah  Halpern 

S 

David  and  Victoria  Abenhaim 

Gina  and  Talal  Camel-Toueg 

Nina  Frid  and  Regent  Gagnon 

Nicola  Hamer  and  Mitchell  Bellman 

D 

Merle  Adam 

Anna  and  Ronald  Cantor 

Anna  and  Igor  Fridland 

Rabbi  David  and  Chana  Hayes 

S 

Mark  Adler 

Stacey  and  Mark  Cantor 

Marty  and  Janice  Frledllch 

Fern  and  Justice  Joe  E.  Hershfleld 

A 

Paul  and  Parlnaz  Adler 

Antoinette  Capelle 

Alfred  and  Kaysa  Friedman 

Myrlam  and  Robin  Hill 

D 

DeW  Ages 

Alison  Caplan 

Beverly  Friedman 

Molly  Hlrsch  and  Eric  Elkin 

D 

Kenneth  and  Tina  Ages 

Steve  and  Debra  Caron 

Yale  and  Dee  Gaffen 

Michael  Hirsh 

IV 

Murray  and  Sandy  Ages 

Sam  Carson 

Edwin  Gans  and  Tamar  Sivkln 

Naomi  Hirshberg  and  Jonathan  Mitchell 

Jt 

Stanley  and  Franceen  Ages 

Zave  Chad  and  Janet  Dollin 

Andrea  Gardner  and  Paul  Thompson 

Stanley  and  Rhoda  Hock 

S 

Stuart  and  Leila  Ages 

Mitchell  Charness 

Paul  Gardner 

Judi  Hoffman 

P 

liana  Albert-Novlck  and  Mitchell  Novick 

Allison  Cherney 

Allison  Geffen  and  Michael  Gelst 

Jackie  Huberman 

D 

Anita  and  Brent  Almstedt 

Robert  Cherry 

Irving  and  Merle  Gencher 

Ronald  Huberman  and  Adeena  Wisenthal 

S 

Anne  and  Howard  Alper 

Sarah  CitrorvLipski  and  Michel  Llpski 

Ephram  and  Inez  Gerber 

Jonathan  and  Janet  Isserlln 

G 

Betty  Altman 

Sharon  Clark  and  Martin  Schelnberg 

Jeremy  Gershberg 

Bill  and  Ellen  Izso 

L< 

Phil  Altman 

Judy  Clelman 

Irving  and  Beverley  Gershkovitch 

Orly  Jacob 

C 

Mayer  and  Helen  Alvo 

Marta  and  Mark  Cohen 

Linda  and  Alan  Gilbert 

David  Jacobson 

A 

Arlene  and  David  Angel-Blalr 

Stacey  Cohen 

Helen  and  Chaim  Gllboa 

Cheryl  Jaffee 

R 

Gaye  Applebaum 

Stanley  Cohen 

Jonathan  and  Shauna  Gllboa 

Judith  and  David  Kalin 

R 

Shelley  Appleby-Ostroff  and  Percy  Ostroff 

Steve  and  Carol  Cowltz 

David  Gladstone 

Yitzhak  and  Lea  Kalin 

N 

Sharon  and  David  Appotlve 

Allan  Cracower  and  Naomi  Lipsky  Cracower 

Gerald  and  Elite  Glantz 

Ellle  and  Joel  Kanlgsberg 

S 

Adam  and  Elana  Aptowltzer 

Louis  and  Deborah  Davis 

Allan  and  Relsa  Glenns 

Anatol  and  Cheslava  Kark 

LI 

Gita  and  David  Aptowltzer 

Sandor  and  Reva  Derrick 

Jacob  Gllck 

Alan  Karovltch  and  Lindsay  Stewart 

M 

Michael  Aronovlci 

Pazl  Deutsch 

Arlene  and  Norman  Glube 

Morris  and  Plrkko  Kates 

rv 

Marcia  and  Stephen  Aronson 

Evan  and  Carol  Diamond 

Libby  Glube 

Jeff  and  Maureen  Katz 

B 

Michael  and  Rhoda  Aronson 

Alan  Diener 

Leon  Gluzman 

Sidney  and  Carolyn  Katz 

Jt 

Earl  Atnikov 

John  and  Dayra  Diener 

Gloria  Goldberg 

Melissa  and  Mitchell  Kaufman 

S' 

Rhoda  Attwood 

Reba  Diener 

Harvey  Goldberg  and  Ruth  Kahano 

Stanley  and  Carol  Kershman 

■'•A' 

Ian  Atwell  and  Diane  Elliott 

Seymour  and  Aviva  Diener 

Reeva  and  Jeph  Goldberg 

Leonard  and  Susan  Kerzner 

E' 

Gita  Baack 

David  and  Cheryl  Dubrofsky 

Sandra  Goldberg 

Charles  Khazzam  and  Marie  Carmen  Berllo 

IV 

Jackie  and  Kevin  Barwin 

Patricia  Dunphy  and  Douglas  Marshall 

Stanley  and  Ann  Goldberg 

Norm  King 

S 

Carl  Baylln 

Bernadlne  Eckensvlller  and  Stephane  Rlcard 

Stanley  and  Lorraine  Goldberg 

Morrle  and  Isabel  Klrshenblatt 

LI 

Cayla  and  Michael  Baylln 

Michael  and  Gillian  Edelson 

Url  and  Teena  Goldberg 

Donna  Klalman  and  Jeffrey  Fine 

S 

Iris  Beer 

Elliott  and  Bella  Edelsteln 

David  Goldblatt  and  Joan  Harrison 

Lov  Kllbanov  and  Sophia  Choroshansky 

Jr 

Karen  and  Tom  Belles 

Valerie  Eisen 

Naomi  Goldenberg 

Fran  Klodawskl  and  Aron  Spector 

B 

Gregory  Bellnson 

Andre  and  Shelley  Engel 

Gary  and  Allison  Goldfield 

Lelba  and  Robert  Krantzberg 

P 

Rabbi  Ellezer  Bcn-Porat 

Cynthia  Engel 

Sandra  Goldman  and  Plney  Pollock 

Sandy  Kronlck  Abbey  and  Michael  Abbey 

S 

Dov  BervRcuven 

Yvonne  Evans 

Gustave  and  Raezelle  Gotdmann 

Lisa  and  Peter  A.  Krug 

S 

Helene  and  Jack  Bencheton 

Lawrence  and  H.  Evenchlck 

Laurie  Goldmann 

Elaine  Kruldbos 

s 

Patrice  Berdowskl 

Andrew  Falner  and  Bonnie  Boretsky 

Barbara  and  Alan  Goldrosen 

Naomi  and  Marvin  Krym 

A 

Judy  and  Seymour  Berger 

James  and  Deborah  Farrow 

Debbie  Goldstein 

Andrew  Kujavsky  and  Keren  Reiser 

LI 

Mark  Berlin 

Arleen  and  Ell  Fathl 

Gerald  and  Judy  Goldstein 

Esther  and  Irving  Kulik 

Jt 

David  Berman 

Chaim  and  Raina  Felg 

Rayzel  and  Ernest  Goldstein 

Judith  Kune 

V\ 

Elliot  and  Marjorie  Berman 

Cindy  Feingold  and  Roger  Greenberg 

Deborah  and  Michael  Goodman 

Esther  and  David  Kwavnlck 

A 

Karen  Beutel 

Abe  and  Beverley  Feinsteln 

Ellen  Goodman  and  Jack  Horwitz 

Agnes  Lalng 

Is 

E.  Nelson  and  Sandra  Beveridge 

Jocelyne  and  Philip  Feldman 

Ian  Goodman 

Jeffrey  and  Linda  Laks 

Jr 

Shneur  Btelak  and  Tracy  Hartman 

Marjorie  and  Michael  Feldman 

Arthur  and  Mary  Gordon 

Zvl  and  Edith  Landmann 

H 

Adrienne  and  Ben  Blerbrler 

Rabbi  Arnold  and  Charlene  Fine 

David  Gordon 

Benlta  and  Donald  Langdon 

P 

Stephen  Bindman  and  Dahlia  Stein 

Jeffrey  and  Julie  Fine 

Martin  and  Jane  Gordon 

Leo  and  Sandra  Lazare 

P 

Marilyn  and  Ronald  Blattel 

Reuben  Fine 

Joanne  Goronsteln 

Irina  and  Alex  Lazebnlk 

IV 

Henry  and  Joan  Bloom 

David  and  Jotio  Flnestone 

Herb  and  Dena  Gosewlch 

Ellen  and  Art  Loader 

A 

Arleh  Bonder 

Stephen  and  Patricia  Flnestone 

Enid  and  Jeffrey  Gould 

Michael  and  Miriam  Leber 

A 

Arlene  and  Gary  Bonn 

Harvey  Flnkeltteln  and  Elaine  Scales 

Jock  and  Helaine  Gould 

David  and  Ruth  Lebovlch 

B 

Jonah  Bonn  and  Sandra  Maman 

Rabbi  Howard  and  Rlvka  Flnketsteln 

Gina  and  Howard  Grant 

Lewis  and  Ellon  Levin 

M 

Andrea  Borer 

Roger  and  Debl  Finn 

Rlvka  and  Victor  Grebler 

Danny  and  Rhonda  Levine 

Si 

Judith  and  Edward  Boris 

Bruce  Fischer 

Ben  and  Dorothy  Greenberg 

Fern  Levine 

Jacques  Boulakla 

Sandra  Flshbaln 

Evetyn  Greenberg 

Steve  Levinson 

* A 

Jean  and  Danielle  Boulakla 

Jonathan  and  Susan  Fisher 

Stephanie  Greenberg 

Jana  and  Michael  Levitan 

D 

Ruth  and  Hy  Bralter 

Sergio  and  VMana  Flszman 

Stephen  and  Jocolyne  Greenborg 

Steven  Levitt 

M 

Charles  Brazeau 

Raphaella  Ftelsher  and  Mlchaol  Bottmon 

Susan  Greenborg 

Michael  Levy 

Jt 

Shoshana  Brelner 

Sonia  Flores 

Pauline  Greenblatt 

Alison  Levy-Popky  and  Rabbi  Charles  Popky 

Jl 

Fenja  and  Irwin  Brodo 

Gordon  and  Naomi  Fogol 

Zvl  Gross 

Adlna  Llbln 

S 

Audrey  and  Michael  Bromberg 

Harvey  and  Joanne  Frankel 

Hal  and  Susan  Grossnor 

Evelyn  and  Joseph  Lieff 

c 

Leon  and  Doris  Bronsteln 

Jordan  and  Andrea  Freed 

Victor  and  Beverly  Grostem 

Gall  Lieff 

la 

David  and  Toby  Brooks 

Gordon  and  Rashell  Freedman 

Andrei  and  Ursula  Qrushman 

Norman  Lieff  end  Francle  Greonspoon 

Jr 

Mordechal  and  Florence  Broverman 

Llane  Freedman 

Estelle  and  Sol  Gunner 

Lyon  and  Susan  Llghtstono 

Jr 

Live  Gen 
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Thank  You  for  Living  Generously! 

www.jewishottawa.com 


Heather  and  Bruce  Unton 
Sara  and  David  Llpnowskl 
Dora  and  Sam  Lltwack 
Shlomo  Lltwln  and  Ruth  Ellas 
Arthur  Loeb 
David  and  Adele  Loeb 
Dorothy  and  Kevin  Love 
Mark  Luden  and  Andrea  Stevens 
Jackie  Luffman  and  David  Lyman 
Sheryl  Luxenburg 
Paul  Lyons  and  Suzanne  Leplne 
David  Makow 

Susan  Marcovltch  and  Sandy  Pearl 
George  and  Tybe  Marcus 
Leonid  and  Inna  Margulls 
Cathy  Maron  and  George  Gaty 
Allan  and  Marsha  Maslove 
R.  and  Ann  Matyas 
Ruth  Mayost 
Nachamla  Mazal 

Stuart  Mcoormack  and  Monica  Rosenthal 

Linda  and  Warren  Melamed 

Morris  and  Leah  Melamed 

Marra  Mosslnger 

Brian  Meyers 

Jan  and  Arlen  Michaels 

Sharon  and  David  Mlchaelson 

Avis  Miller 

Evie  and  Scott  Miller 

Mitch  and  Lisa  Miller 

Suzanne  Miller  and  Harvey  Belter 

Lisa  Mlllstone-Feldberg  and  Sam  Feldberg 

Sharon  Mlntz  and  Philip  Chelfetz 

Jorry  Molnar 

Bryna  Monson 

Polly  and  Jack  Moran 

Steve  Morgan  and  Sarah  Beutel 

Steve  Morlll  and  Marian  Lelmovici 

Simon  end  Sheela  Morin 

Allan  Moscovltch 

Lionel  and  Klara  Moser 

Julius  and  Ady  Moses 

William  Moss  and  Katherine  Shapiro  Moss 

Anne  and  Ken  Mozersky 

Isaac  and  Miriam  Muzlkansky 

Joan  Myers 

Howard  and  Lynn  Nadler 
Pennl  and  Asaf  Namer 
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Cuban  Jewish  community  ‘a  diamond  in  the  rough’ 


By  Lindsay  Rothenberg 

Development  Associate  - 

Women’s  Division  & YAD 
Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa 

Twenty  young  professionals 
from  Canadian  Jewish  communities 
embarked  on  a five-day  journey 
January  20  to  meet  with  Cuba’s 
Jewish  community.  We  couldn't 
even  begin  to  imagine  the  lessons 
we  were  about  to  learn.  This  com- 
munity - which  has  so  much  less 
than  we  do  in  Canada  - truly  under- 
stands the  meaning  of  the  word 
community. 

The  first  thing  we  noticed  on  ar- 
riving in  Havana  - where  the  ma- 
jority of  Cuba's  1 ,500  Jews  live  - is 
the  dilapidated  buildings.  In  spite  of 
broken  windows,  crumbling  cement 
and  buildings  in  dire  need  of  paint, 
it  is  easy  to  see  this  city  was  once 
magnificent.  It  was  difficult  to 
imagine  that  the  Jewish  people  we 
were  about  to  meet  live  in  condi- 
tions that  aren’t  even  close  to  being 
acceptable  by  North  American  stan- 
dards. 

How  can  we  help  them?  How 
can  we  get  them  the  money  they 
need?  What  kind  of  projects  can  we 
fund?  These  were  some  of  the  first 
thoughts  that  occurred  to  me. 

After  spending  just  five  days 
with  this  community,  it  was  evident 
that  it’s  our  company,  not  our 
money,  they  want.  They  want  to 
welcome  us  into  their  vibrant  com- 
munity, immerse  us  in  their  culture, 
and  share  with  us  what  little  they 
have. 

Our  first  stop  was  at  the  Pa- 
tronato.  Built  in  1953,  it  is  the 
home  of  the  Casa  de  la  Comunidad 
Hebrea  de  Cuba  - the  Cuban  Jew- 
ish community  centre  - and  Beth 
Shalom  Temple,  a Conservative 
synagogue. 

Adela  Dworin,  vice-president  of 
the  Casa,  ushered  us  into  the  library 
and  told  us  about  her  community.  In 
its  glory  days,  the  Cuban  Jewish 
community  consisted  of  nearly 
15,000  people.  With  many  shuls, 
schools,  a cemetery  and  community 
centre,  Jewish  life  flourished. 
Things  changed  drastically  after  the 
revolution  brought  Fidel  Castro  to 
power  in  1959;  nearly  90  per  cent 
Cuba’s  Jewish  population  fled  the 
country. 

For  more  than  30  years,  Cubans 
were  not  permitted  to  practise  reli- 
gion and  still  maintain  their  good 
standing  with  the  Communist  Party. 
Dworin  told  us  that,  during  this 
time,  the  community  considered 
“seven  men  and  three  Torahs"  to  be 
a Cuban  minyan  when  small  num- 
bers gathered  to  practise  Judaism. 

However,  since  1992,  Cubans 


Deborah  Soriano  reading  from  the  Torah  at  Beth  Shalom  Temple  in 
Havana.  (Photo:  Tatiana  Santos  M6ndez,  courtesy  of  jewishcuba.org) 


have  been  allowed  to  be  religiously 
involved  and  still  maintain  their 
standing  in  the  Communist  Party.  It 
was  this  change  of  policy  that  led  to 
the  revitalization  of  the  Jewish 
community  under  the  leadership  of 
the  late  Jose  Miller,  with  assistance 
from  the  American  Jewish  Joint 
Distribution  Committee  (JDC). 

The  Jews  of  Havana  returned  to 
the  Patronato  - the  once-vibrant 
hub  of  the  community  - breathing 
new  life  into  it.  Women’s  groups 
now  meet,  children’s  classes  take 
place,  Shabbat  dinners  are  held  and 
Jewish  holidays  are  celebrated. 

On  a tour  of  the  PatTonato,  we 
saw  the  sanctuary,  offices,  class- 
rooms, a computer  lab  and  a social 
hall  used  for  everything  from  holi- 
day meals  to  serving  as  space  for  a 
troupe  of  young  adults  who  practise 
Israeli  dancing. 

The  building  also  has  a very  spe- 
cial room:  a pharmacy.  While 
health  care  is  free,  finding  medica- 
tions and  other  pharmaceutical 
products  is  difficult  in  Cuba.  But, 
thanks  to  visitors  from  Canada  and 
overseas,  the  shelves  of  the  Pa- 
tronato pharmacy  are  well  stocked. 
A volunteer  pharmacist  fills  doc- 
tors' prescriptions  and  medication 
is  provided  free.  The  pharmacy  is 
open  to  all  Cubans,  not  just  the  Jew- 


ish community. 

Walking  through  Old  Havana, 
we  came  across  the  Orthodox  shul, 
Adath  Israel,  and  Cuba’s  only 
kosher  butcher  shop.  Passing  a gov- 
ernment pharmacy,  we  were 
shocked  at  the  bare  shelves.  It  was 
evident  that  the  medication  dona- 
tions we  brought  will  go  a long 
way. 

We  were  accompanied  by  sever- 
al young  Cuban  Jews,  who  an- 
swered our  questions  about  life 
there.  It  seemed  like  the  more  ques- 
tions we  asked,  the  more  questions 
we  had. 

One  of  the  unique  aspects  of  this 
community  is  that  it  is  being 
brought  back  to  life  by  people  under 
40.  They  want  to  build  their  com- 
munity and  see  it  thrive.  Their  par- 
ents, who  grew  up  unable  to  prac- 
tise Judaism,  are,  for  the  most  part, 
uninvolved.  As  one  of  the  young 
adults  told  us,  they  were  bom 
Cuban,  but,  after  1992,  they  could 
choose  to  be  Jewish. 

One  afternoon,  we  helped  deliv- 
er 20  bags  of  the  supplies  we  had 
brought  with  us  to  Cuba.  We  were 
joined  by  Wilbur,  35,  who  runs 
Kesher,  a home-visiting  program 
for  shut-ins. 

Our  first  stop  was  at  Shirley’s. 
She’d  had  breast  cancer  surgery  less 


than  a week  before  and  takes  care  of 
her  mentally  disabled  adult  sister. 
Shirley  greeted  us  with  the  warmest 
smile,  hugs  and  kisses  and  proudly 
gave  us  a tour  of  her  apartment:  a 
small  living  room,  a single  shared 
bedroom,  small  kitchen,  bathroom 
and  storage  closet.  The  apartment 
had  no  windows,  only  shutters.  I 
wondered  what  happens  when  a 
hurricane  strikes. 

Beaming  with  pride,  Shirley  re- 
peatedly welcomed  us,  saying  her 
house  is  our  house.  After  a few  min- 
utes of  translated  conversation,  we 
were  off  to  more  visits. 

We  visited  a mother  and  her  se- 
verely handicapped  daughter,  and 
an  elderly  couple  with  no  children 
who  have  been  married  for  62 
years.  At  each  home,  we  were  greet- 
ed as  if  we  were  old  friends.  Not 
one  person  looked  at  the  bags  we 
came  with.  They  didn’t  care  what 
we  brought.  They  cared  that  we 
came. 

Shabbat  in  Havana  was  truly  a 
wonderful  experience.  We  arrived 
at  Beth  Shalom  a little  early  and 
watched  as  the  people  came  in.  The 
service  was  conducted  in  Spanish 
and  Hebrew,  and  was  led  by  Cantor 
Fernando  Lapiduz  - a JDC  shaliach 
from  Argentina  - and  two  female 
chazans.  Together  we  sang  and 
prayed  as  we  ushered  in  Shabbat. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  service,  the 
synagogue  doors  opened  and  we 
heard  murmurings  about  waiting 
for  the  nihos  (children).  All  of  a 
sudden,  a group  of  children  ap- 
peared and  led  the  congregation  in 
Adon  Olam. 

Their  teacher  explained  that 
every  Shabbat  they  learn  a new 
song,  and  this  week  they  wanted  to 


sing  it  with  us.  Together  we  sang 
Shir  LaShalom,  the  peace  song  sung 
by  Yitzhak  Rabin,  Israel’s  prime 
minister,  just  before  he  was  assassi- 
nated in  1995. 

We  joined  the  community  for 
Shabbat  dinner,  which  was  served 
by  the  youth  of  the  community. 

Havdalah  found  us  back  at  the 
Patronato  for  a short  service  and  a 
performance  of  Israeli  folkdances 
by  the  Cuban  troupe.  When  the 
dancers  took  a break,  David,  a 
young  man  from  Cuba,  performed. 
This  talented  guitarist  played  his 
intro  and  then  stepped  up  to  the  mi- 
crophone and  began  slowly  singing 
Am  Israel  Chai. 

Several  seconds  later,  the  entire 
Patronato  was  filled  with  dancing 
and  singing  as  we  all  belted  out  the 
song.  It  didn’t  matter  that  some  of 
us  spoke  Spanish  and  others  Eng- 
lish. Together,  in  Hebrew,  the  mes- 
sage was  clear:  the  people  of  Israel 
live. 

The  Cuban  Jewish  community  is 
like  a diamond  in  the  rough.  They 
reminded  us  that  a strong  communi- 
ty does  not  need  material  objects, 
extravagant  affairs  or  fancy  awards. 
It  needs  a few  leaders,  who  are  will- 
ing to  learn,  make  mistakes  and 
stick  with  the  community  through 
the  good  times  and  bad.  Age  is  just 
a number.  More  important  are  the 
desire,  motivation  and  enthusiasm 
to  create  a Jewish  community 
where  one  wants  to  see  their  chil- 
dren grow  up. 

As  we  prepared  to  leave,  hug- 
ging our  new  Cuban  friends,  they 
told  us  we’d  see  each  other  again. 
They  were  positive  this  would  not 
be  our  last  trip  there. 

I’m  sure  it  won’t. 


Adela  Dworin  (left)  and  the  late  Jos§  Miller,  leaders  of  Havana's 
Jewish  community.  (Photo  courtesy  of  iewishcuba.org) 
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Making  outreach  relevant 
by  addressing  concerns 


Much  is  made  these  days  about  Jewish  communal  affil- 
iation and  many  Jewish  groups  are  investing  considerable 
resources  toward  outreach.  In  Ottawa  alone,  the  Ottawa 
Jewish  Federation’s  Shalom  Baby  project  aims  to  bring  the 
youngest  members  of  the  community  together,  JET  (Jewish 
Education  through  Torah)  endeavours  to  bring  halachic 
teaching  to  adults,  while  the  Soloway  Jewish  Community 
Centre  (JCC)  has  struck  a task  force  to  further  the  JCC’s 
outreach  mission. 

Issues  surrounding  affiliation,  spirituality  and  continuity 
are  important  and  deserve  their  own  columns.  For  now, 
though.  I’m  wondering  about  the  relationship  between  or- 
ganizational values  and  outreach.  Should  Jewish  organiza- 
tions convince  the  unaffiliated  of  the  goodness  of  their  mis- 
sions, or  should  they  adapt  their  missions  to  the  ethical, 
moral  and  even  aesthetic  sensibilities  of  those  they  are  try- 
ing to  reach? 

In  other  words,  are  organizations  who  claim  outreach  as 
a goal  trying  to  “create  a more  open  and  welcoming  Ju- 
daism” as  encouraged  by  the  New  York-based  Jewish  Out- 
reach Institute? 

A recent  issue  of  the  now-defunct  Jewish  Living  maga- 
zine tapped  into  this  sentiment  when  they  ran  a story  ask- 
ing “How  gay  is  your  shul?”  (The  LGBT  Welcoming  Syn- 
agogues Project  was  surveying  almost  all  American  con- 
gregations on  their  policies  of  inclusion.)  Most  of  those 
who  do  not  fit  the  traditional  family  mould,  it  seems,  are 
clearly  more  attracted  to  liberal  congregations  in  the  Re- 
form, Reconstructionist  and  Renewal  movements,  as  well 
as  some  Conservative  congregations  that  are  more  inclu- 
sive than  others. 

Though  tradition  and  historical  family  affiliation  can  be 
strong  pulls  for  many,  straight  Jews  who  view  a given  con- 
gregation’s openness  to  gays  and  lesbians  as  a litmus  test 
for  the  congregation’s  values,  or  who  value  gender  equali- 
ty, might  choose  their  synagogue  according  to  those  criteria 
as  well. 

On  its  website,  Ottawa’s  Temple  Israel  asks  prospective 
congregants,  “Are  you  looking  for  a synagogue  that  will 
nourish  your  Jewish  roots  while  respecting  your  commit- 
ment to  contemporary  values?”  and  then  lets  them  know 
Temple  Israel  is  “an  egalitarian,  inclusive  synagogue  that 
welcomes  non-traditional  families,  Jews  by  Choice,  and 
families  with  a non-Jewish  partner.” 

Synagogue  worship  is  an  obvious  area  where  an  indi- 
vidual’s values  can  be  clearly  measured  against  those  of  the 
movement’s  edicts  - although  most  congregations  engage 
in  some  degree  of  debate  over  social  direction  from  time  to 
time. 

Where  it’s  less  obvious  is  in  other  types  of  Jewish  insti- 
tutions. Should  iCCs  stop  using  Styrofoam  to  appeal  to  the 
environmentally  conscious?  Should  Jewish  learning  insti- 
tutes alter  their  common  practice  of  gender-separate  Tal- 
mud study  to  address  concerns  over  separate  but  equal  sta- 
tus among  those  who  strive  to  break  down  gender  barriers? 
How  should  Jewish  day  schools  teach  the  book  of  Leviticus 
to  children  of  same-sex  parents? 

When  1 was  growing  up  in  1980s  Winnipeg,  it  seemed 
that  every  Jewish  kid  in  the  city  congregated  on  Saturday 
afternoons  at  the  YMHA  for  a frenzied,  parentless  after- 
noon of  social  clubs,  gym,  swimming,  magic  and  puppetry 
classes,  board  games,  French  fries  and  Astropops;  almost 
the  same  weekly  regimen  that  my  father  participated  in  a 
quarter-century  earlier  at  the  same  Hargrave  Street  location, 
except  that  Jiffy  Bars  was  his  preferred  snack. 

These  days,  parents  are  faced  with  a huge  array  of  choic- 
es for  their  children’s  weekend  recreation,  with  organized 
sports  and  other  activities,  not  to  mention  supplementary 
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Jewish  education  for  those  opting  out  of  day  schools  - mak- 
ing Jewish  agencies  compete  for  participants  in  a way  they 
did  not  always  have  to.  And  with  so  many  recreational,  in- 
tellectual and  spiritual  options  for  adults  looking  to  express 
their  identity,  Jewish  organizations  have  to  work  hard  to  at- 
tract adherents. 

I think  it  comes  down  to  the  question  of  relevance. 
Though  many  Jews  might  readily  admit  to  harbouring  a 
strong  Jewish  identity,  their  personal  preferences  might  not 
always  jibe  with  organized  Jewish  life.  Potential  members 
might  ask  themselves,  why  would  I invest  in  institutions 
that  don’t  reflect  my  worldview? 

Of  course,  there  may  be  others  for  whom  many  Jewish 
organizations  are  too  progressive  - though  it’s  probably  fair 
to  say  that  in  most  cases,  those  Jews  would  already  be  af- 
filiated, the  pull  of  tradition  for  them  being  paramount. 

While  personal  values  and  ethics  vary,  Jewish  commu- 
nal institutions  must  find  a way  to  tap  into  existing  social, 
ecological,  intellectual  and  spiritual  concerns.  What  pre- 
cisely these  concerns  are,  though,  is  not  obvious  within 
Jewish  communities  whose  members’  identities  are  neces- 
sarily shaped  by  various  familial,  local,  regional  and  glob- 
al forces. 

Maybe  a good  first-cut  solution  is  to  ask  what  people  re- 
ally care  about  these  days  - rather  than  assuming  that  what 
has  sometimes  been  called  Jewish  values  are  really  the  val- 
ues of  all  contemporary  Jews.  It’s  not  an  easy  question  - 
but  one  that  promises  to  help  organizations  reach  out  more 
meaningfully. 

Mira  Sucharov,  an  associate  professor  of  political  sci- 
ence at  Carleton  University,  is  a Soloway  JCC  board  mem- 
ber and  sits  on  their  outreach  task  force  referred  to  in  this 
column. 

® 

Accounting  For  Your  Future 


Ginsberg 

Gluzman 

jpL. 

^tJFOiartcred  Accourtiai 


Icod  Gluzman,  CA 
L.  Gerald  Lcvitr,  FCA 
Jeffrey  N.  MUIer.  CA,  CFE,  TEP 
Patricia  Day.  CA,  CBV,  CFP, TEP 
John  Baldwin,  CA,  CFP 
Paul  Morion,  CA,  CFP,  TEP 


Richard  W.  Page,  CA,  TEP 
Bruce  A.  Johnjton,  CA.  CTP,  ILP 
Deborah  M.  Bourchlcr,  CA,  CFP,  TEP 
Hugh  Faloon,  CA,  CFP,  TEP 
Alan  Freed,  CA,  TEP 


For  all  vour  personal 
and  corporate  accounting, 
tax,  and  estate  planning  needs. 


& SPICKS 

www.ggfl.ca 


VOLUNTEER 

CORNER 


Volunteer  Corner  is  courtesy  of  the  Jewish  Federation 
of  Ottawa.  All  beneficiary  agencies  are  invited 
to  list  their  volunteer  opportunities. 

Volunteer  Opportunities 

TAMIR 

Tamir  is  need  of  volunteers  to  assist  with  participant  activities,  special 
events  and  clerical  duties.  For  more  information  please  visit  our  website  at 
http://www.tamir.ca/  or  contact  613-725-3519. 

JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES 

Make  the  difference! 

There  are  several  isolated,  lonely  people 
desperately  waiting  for  FRIENDLY  VISITORS 

• If  you  can  spare  an  hour  or  two,  every  week  or  two,  your  visit 
or  phone  call  can  be  the  lifeline  for  someone  who  feels  forgotten. 

TRANSPORTATION 

• The  current  bus  strike  has  more  and  more  clients  coming  to 
us  for  transportation  services.  Even  if  it's  only  during  the  strike, 
please  consider  helping  our  clients  connect  with  essential  services. 

• A woman  who  lives  in  the  Byward  Market  area  needs  trans- 
portation in  order  to  participate  in  two  monthly  community  pro- 
grams: the  1st  Thursday  of  the  month  at  Beth  Shalom  synagogue 
and  the  4th  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  Agudath  Israel. 

• A blind  woman  who  lives  in  Alta  Vista  needs  transportation 
in  order  to  participate  in  a luncheon  program  at  Agudath  Israel  on 
the  4th  Wednesday  of  every  month. 

• A woman  who  lives  at  Rideau  & Friel  would  like  to  partici- 
pate in  a JFS  program  on  Carling  Ave.,  die  last  Thursday  of  every 
month,  from  10:00  to  1 1 :30  am.  She  needs  drives  to  and  from  the 
program. 

OTHER 

• A disabled  woman  who  lives  downtown  needs  help  with  pa- 
perwork for  an  hour  or  two  a couple  of  times  a month  from  now 
until  the  end  of  tax  season. 

To  take  on  one  of  these  important  and  meaningful  opportunities, 
please  contact  Lisa  Bogdonov,  Volunteer  Coordinator 
of  the  Thelma  Steinman  Seniors  Support  Services  unit 
613-722-2225,  ext,  327  or  Lbogdonov@jfsottawa.com. 

THE  BESS  AND  MOE  GREENBERG 
FAMILY  HILLEL  LODGE 

• Urgently  seeking  volunteer  cashiers  from  12  to  1 weekdays 
in  our  kosher  dairy  cafe. 

• Interested  in  learning  more  about  gerontology,  nursing, 
therapies,  hospitality?  ...  the  list  goes  on  and  on.  Come  help  out  at 
Hillel  Lodge! 

• Bingo  anyone?  If  you’re  free  on  Monday  nights,  join  us! 

• Love  computers?  Teach  our  residents  a great  skill.  Flexible 
timing.  Contact  us! 

• Student  special:  Your  gain  is  our  gain:  Do  your  community 
hours  helping  our  residents!  Daily  or  weekly,  at  a time  that  suits 
you!  University  students  welcome  (please  note:  children  under  the 
age  of  14  require  adult  accompaniment). 

• Special  mitzvah  anyone?  Bring  a resident  to  Shabbos  ser- 
vices (Saturdays  at  9:15  am)  and  enjoy  the  fantastic  Oneg  with 
friends.  Great  cholent! 

• Newly  retired?  Put  Hillel  Lodge  volunteering  in  your  plan. 
Residents  welcome  visitors,  program  assistance,  all  kinds  of  op- 
tions. Pick  a day,  a time  of  day,  a type  of  event  - whatever  suits 
your  schedule.  Try  it  out  now. 

• Free  on  Fridays?  Oneg  Shabbat  every  week  at  10:30  am  and 
bingo  at  2:00  pm  - come  join  us. 

• Culture  maven?  Accompany  our  residents  to  museums,  con- 
certs and  plays  (Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons). 

• Tuesday  special:  Enjoy  our  special  events  every  week  at 
2:15  pm. 

• Shopping  experts?  Have  fun  while  accompanying  residents 
to  shopping  at  a mall  (Monday  mornings). 

To  inquire  further,  please  call  613-728-3900  ext.  121 
or  email  marilyn@hillel-ltc.com 

Students  welcome  (please  note:  children  under  ihe  age  of  14 
require  adult  accompaniment) 
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VERED  ISRAEL  CULTURAL  AND  EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS  & THE  SOLOWAY  JCC  PRESENT 


HYMAN  COOPER  • JAN  JONES  • AARON  KAISERMAN  • JOHN  KERSHMAN 


SYLVIA  KERSHMAN  • IRWIN  KREISMAN  • DAVID  MICHAELSON  • JOYCE  PAGUREK 
DEBI  SHORE  ■ DAVID  SPRING  • DANA  STRAUSS  • DONNA  STRAUSS 


SUNDAY  MARCH  8 • 7:30  PM 

Soloway  JCC  • 21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private 

SOLOWAY  JCC  MEMBERS  & SENIORS  $10/  NON  MEMBERS  S20 

Refreshments  will  be  served 


TICKETS  MUST  BE  PURCHASED  IN  ADVANCE  AT  THE  SOLOWAY  JCC 
Everyone  Welcome  (14  years  +) 

For  more  information  please  contact  Roslyn  Brozovsky  Wollock  at  613.798.9818  ext.  254 
or  rwollock@jccottawa.com  • www.jccottawa.com 


Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin 


February  23,  2009 


Page  19 


REGISTER  TOOM! 

b13.79B.901B  EXT.  2b7 
WWW.JCCOTTBWB.COM 


TrtE  &E5T  SOMMER  OF  JO 
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avc  me 


A community  celebration 
of  61  years  of  Independence 


Israel’s 

61st  Birthday 


Yom  Haatzmaut  2009 

Wednesday,  April  29  • 5:00pm 
Ottawa  Civic  Centre 


For  more  information  and  sponsorship  opportunities  please  contact  Una  Folkson  Singh 
at  613.798-9818  ext.  225  or  ufolksonsingh@jccottawa.com 


SOLOWAY  JCC 


March  Break  Camps 


$ 


Youth  Camps 

Kindergarten  - Grade  6 
$35M/day  • $50NM/day 
Additional  Child:  $30M/day  • $45NM/day 

Monday,  March  16 

8:30  AM  - 4:00  PM  (after  care  available) 

Tuesday,  March  17 

8:30  AM  - 4:00  PM  (after  care  available) 


Wednesday,  March  18 

8:30  AM  - 4:00  PM  (after  care  available) 

Thursday,  March  19 

8:30  AM  - 4:00  PM  (after  care  available) 

Friday,  March  20 

8:30  AM  - 4:00  PM  (no  after  care  available) 


For  more  information  contact  Gail  Lieff 
613.798.9818  ext  303  • qlieff@jccottawa.com 


Sports  Camps 

March  Break  Madness  Basketball  Camp 

Learn  all  the  moves  from  Coach  Brown 

Monday,  March  16  • Tuesday,  March  17 
9:00am  - 3:30  pm 
Ages:  7-12  • $35M  / S45NM 
Early  morning  drop  off  free 

March  Break  sports  camp 

Wednesday,  March  18  • Thursday,  March  19  • Friday,  March  20 
Mornings:  swimming,  soccer,  basketball,  floor  hockey,  badminton 
and  more. 

Afternoons:  Bowling,  wave  pools,  indoor  golf  and  more. 

9:00  am  - 3:30  pm 
Ages:  7-12  • *45M  / S55NM 

Early  morning  drop  off  and  late  afternoon  pick  up  free 


For  more  information  contact  Jon  Braun 
613.798.9818  ext  267  • jbraun@jccottawa.com 
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Chicken  and  Broccoli 
with  Spicy  Peanut  Sauce 


Serves  4 

This  recipe  is  from  Linda  Stephen’s  Complete  Book 
of  Thai  Cooking  and  can  easily  be  made  vegetarian  by 
substituting  diced  extra-firm  tofu  for  the  chicken. 

1 head  broccoli,  cut  into  florets, 

with  stems  peeled  and  sliced  diagonally 

2 cloves  garlic,  peeled 

3 shallots,  peeled 

1  stalk  lemongrass,  white  part  only, 
cut  into  1 /2-inch  pieces 
1 /4  cup  roasted  peanuts 

1 -2  teaspoons  coarsely  chopped  fresh  red  chilies 

(if  desired,  remove  seeds  for  less  heat) 

2 tablespoons  fish  sauce  or  soy  sauce 
2 teaspoons  white  sugar 

1/4  teaspoon  black  pepper 
2 tablespoons  vegetable  oil 
1 pound  boneless  skinless  chicken  thighs, 
cut  into  1-inch  pieces 

1 cup  coconut  milk 

2 tablespoons  freshly  chopped  cilantro 

Blanch  broccoli  in  boiling  water  for  3 minutes.  Cool 
under  cold  water  and  drain.  Set  aside. 

In  food  processor,  finely  chop  garlic,  shallots, 
lemongrass  and  peanuts.  Add  chilies,  fish  or  soy  sauce, 
sugar  and  pepper  and  process  until  fine. 

Heat  a large  skillet  over  high  heat  and  add  oil.  Add 
chicken  and  stir-fry  for  3 minutes.  Remove  chicken 
with  a slotted  spoon.  Reduce  heat  to  medium. 

Add  peanut  sauce  and  cook,  stirring  for  1 minute. 
Add  coconut  milk  and  simmer  for  3 minutes. 

Add  chicken  to  pan  and  turn  to  coat  with  sauce.  Sim- 
mer for  4-5  minutes  until  chicken  is  cooked  through. 
Add  broccoli  and  stir,  just  until  heated  through.  Garnish 
v with  fresh  cilantro.  Serve. 


I’m  Jerry  of  Jerry’s  Hobby  Reg’d 
And  I can  take  “memories  out  of  a box” 

Think  of  all  your  old  photos,  slides,  8mm  & 16mm 
home  movies  in  boxes  in  your  basement. 

"Memories  in  a box". 

I can  capture  “your  memories”  on  DVD. 

Just  sit  back  and  enjoy  watching 
"your  memories”  on  your  TV  screen 
For  more  information,  I can  be  reached 
at  613-301-4919,  or  at  jerryathome@sympatico.ca 


Please  support 
our  advertisers 
and  tell  them 
you  saw 

their  advertisement 
in  the 

Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin. 


Thai:  balance  of  sweet,  sour,  salty,  hot 


Several  months  ago,  my  daughter  Jenna  requested  that  I 
add  Thai  cuisine  to  my  culinary  repertoire.  While  I had 
eaten  Thai  out  in  restaurants.  I’d  never  cooked  it  at  home. 

Never  one  to  back  away  from  a culinary  challenge,  I 
began  researching  Thai  food.  I came  across  an  excellent 
cookbook  for  the  Thai  food  novice  called  Complete  Book 
of  Thai  Cooking  by  Linda  Stephen  (Robert  Rose,  2008). 
Linda  is  a professionally  trained  chef  and  operates  a 
cooking  school  in  Cobourg,  Ontario.  She  has  travelled 
extensively  throughout  Thailand  and  offers  courses  and 
tours  there. 

She  manages  to  demystify  Thai  cooking  and  break  it 
down  to  its  simplest  and  most  delicious  elements.  As  Linda 
explains,  “Thai  food  appeals  to  all  the  senses.  The  secret  is 
a wonderful  balance  of  sweet,  sour,  salty  and  hot  - all 
combining  to  add  enticing  layers  of  flavour  and  aroma.” 

The  most  common  ingredients  used  in  Thai  cuisine  can 
be  found  in  the  supermarket.  Sweet  is  achieved  from  palm 
sugar;  or,  if  that  can’t  be  found,  light  brown  sugar. 

Sour  comes  from  lime,  tamarind  paste  and  lemongrass. 
Salty  is  provided  by  fish  sauce  or  soy  sauce.  And,  finally, 
heat  is  added  with  chilies,  most  commonly  the  red  finger 
chili.  The  best  part  about  preparing  it  at  home  is  that  you 
can  customize  it  to  your  family’s  palate. 

We  have  been  working  our  way  through  this  great 
cookbook  and  have  some  new  dinnertime  favourites. 


Spicy  Thai  Chicken 


Serves  4 

This  recipe  comes  from  marthastewart.com.  It  is  a 
fantastic  way  to  use  lean  ground  chicken. 

2 tablespoons  uncooked  jasmine  rice 
1 tablespoon  vegetable  oil 

1 pound  ground  chicken 

1/2-1  finely  chopped  red  finger  chili,  seeds  removed 
1/4  cup  freshly  squeezed  lime  juice 

2 tablespoons  fish  sauce  or  soy  sauce 

1 tablespoon  palm  sugar  or  light  brown  sugar 
1 cup  loosely  packed  cilantro  leaves 
1 cup  loosely  packed  fresh  mint  leaves,  tom  if  large 
1/2  red  onion,  thinly  sliced 
1 head  Boston  lettuce,  leaves  washed, 
dried  and  left  whole  for  serving 
1/2  English  cucumber,  cut  into  julienne  strips 

3 large  carrots  cut  into  julienne  strips 

Heat  a large  skillet  over  medium  heat.  Add  rice  and 
toast,  tossing  until  golden  brown.  Transfer  rice  to  a 
small  bowl  and  let  cool.  Transfer  rice  to  a spice  or  cof- 
fee grinder.  Grind  until  coarsely  ground.  Set  aside. 

In  a large  skillet,  heat  vegetable  oil  over  medium 
heat.  Add  ground  chicken  and  cook,  stirring  to  break  up 
large  pieces,  until  chicken  is  cooked  through,  4 to  5 
minutes.  Stir  in  chili.  In  a small  bowl,  whisk  together 
lime  juice,  sugar,  and  fish  or  soy  sauce  until  sugar  has 
dissolved;  add  to  chicken  mixture.  Continue  cooking 
for  1 minute  more. 

Remove  from  heat  and  stir  in  ground  rice.  Garnish 
with  cilantro,  mint  and  red  onion.  Serve  chicken  in  let- 
Wice  leaves  with  cucumber  and  carrots. 


p3 

Made 
with  Love 

€ 

Cindy  Feingold 

The  first  recipe  is  for  Chicken  and  Broccoli  with  Spicy 
Peanut  Sauce.  The  next  two,  Spicy  Thai  Chicken  and 
Jasmine  Rice,  I came  across  while  surfing  the  ‘Net  looking 
for  more  Thai  inspiration. 

Don’t  let  the  word  spicy  in  these  recipe  titles  frighten 
you  off,  if  you  are  not  a lover  of  heat.  The  amount  of  chili 
can  be  decreased  to  your  comfort  level. 


Lemongrass  and  red  finger  chili 


Jasmine  Rice 


This  recipe  is  from  marthastewart.com . 

1 tablespoon  vegetable  oil 
1 1-inch  piece  lemongrass,  white  part  only, 
very  finely  chopped 
1 shallot,  peeled  and  finely  chopped 
1 clove  garlic,  peeled  and  finely  chopped 
1 cup  uncooked  jasmine  rice 
I cup  water 

1 cups  chicken  or  vegetable  stock 
1/2  teaspoon  kosher  salt 

2 green  onions,  green  part  only, 

thinly  sliced  on  diagonal  for  garnish 

In  a small  saucepan,  heat  oil  over  medium-high  heat. 
Add  lemongrass,  shallot,  and  garlic.  Cook  and  stir  until 
fragrant  and  translucent,  about  1 minute. 

Add  rice  and  mix  to  coat  with  oil.  Cook  until  slight- 
ly toasted,  about  1 minute.  Add  water,  stock  and  salt. 
Stir  to  combine.  Cover  and  cook  until  liquid  is  absorbed 
and  rice  is  cooked  through,  about  15  minutes. 

Remove  from  heat  and  let  stand,  covered,  5 to  10 
minutes.  Fluff  with  a fork  and  garnish  with  scallions. 
Serve  immediately. 


The  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  Publishing 
Co.  Ltd.  collects  and  uses  your  personal 
information  primarily  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  you  with  the  products  and  ser- 
vices you  have  requested  from  us. 

The  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  may  also 
contact  you  from  time  to  time  to  ask  about 


your  account  or  to  conduct  market  re- 
search and  surveys  in  an  effort  to  continu- 
ally improve  our  product  service  offerings. 

To  enable  us  to  more  efficiently  provide 
the  products  and  services  you  have  re- 
quested from  us,  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bul- 
letin may  share  your  personal  information 


with  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa,  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foundation 
and  the  Soloway  Jewish  Community 
Centre. 

If  you  would  like  more  information,  or  to 
speak  to  the  Privacy  Officer,  please  call 
613-798-4696  ext.  256. 
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ATION  DONATIONS 


A gift  forever 

Ottawa.  Jewish 
Community 
Foundation 
Donations 


To  make  a donation  and/or  send  a tribute  card, 

call  Carotene  Preap  (613-798-4696  ext.  232) 

e-mail:  cpreap@jewishottawa.com  • website:  www.OJCF.ca 


Join  us  in  building  our  community 
by  supporting  these  local  agencies 


AJA  50+  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  appreciation  to: 

Dr.  Robin  Riddihough  by  AJA  50+. 

GREENBERG  FAMILIES  LIBRARY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Special  birthday  wishes  to: 

Israel  Shinder  by  Roger  Greenberg  and  Cindy 
Feingold. 

In  memory  of: 

Jack  Goldgut  by  Roger  Greenberg  and  Cindy 
Feingold 

OTTAWA  POST 

JEWISH  WAR  VETERANS  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Herb  Goldenberg  by  Horace  and  Muriel 
Beilin. 

AKIVA  EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
SHIRLEY  AND  SHIER  BERMAN  FUND 

FOR  OTTAWA  JEWISH  ARCHIVES 
HILLEL  ACADEMY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
ROSE  AND  LOUIS  ARCHBAR 
MEMORIAL  FUND 

HILLEL  LODGE  LEGACY  FUND 

MENDEL  AND  VALERIE  GOOD 
HOLOCAUST 

CONTINUING  EDUCATION  FUND 


HY  HOCHBERG 
MEMORIAL  LECTURE  FUND 
JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CEMETERY 
HOLOCAUST  MEMORIAL  FUND 
JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
JEWISH  STUDENTS  ASSOCIATION  - 
HILLEL 

JEWISH  YOUTH  LIBRARY  OF  OTTAWA 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
DAVID  “THE  BEAR”  KARDASH 
CAMP  B’NAI  BRITH  MEMORIAL  FUND 
ADINA  BEN  PORAT  MACHON  SARAH 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
OTTAWA  JEWISH  CEMETERIES 
ZICHARON  FUND 
OTTAWA  JEWISH 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  FUND 
OTTAWA  MODERN 
JEWISH  SCHOOL  FUND 
DORIS  BRONSTEIN  TALMUD  TORAH 
AFTERNOON  SCHOOL  FUND 
OTTAWA  TORAH  INSTITUTE 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
MARTIN  GLATT  PARLIAMENT  LODGE 
B’NAI  BRITH  PAST  PRESIDENTS’  FUND 
RAMBAM  MAIMONIDES 
JEWISH  CONTINUITY  FUND 
GABY  SASSOON  FOR  VICTIMS 
OF  TERROR  IN  ISRAEL 
MEMORIAL  FUND 

SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
EARLY  CHILDHOOD  EDUCATION  FUND 
JEWISH  MEN’S 
SOFTBALL  LEAGUE  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY 
SUMMER  CAMP  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
SARA  AND  ZEEV  VERED  ISRAEL 
CULTURAL  PROGRAM  FUND 

SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
YOUTH  SERVICES  FUND 
TORAH  ACADEMY  OF  OTTAWA 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
YITZHAK  RABIN  HIGH  SCHOOL  FUND 
IN  MEMORY  OF  EVA  WINTHROP 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ottawa  Jew- 
ish Community  Foundation  acknowledges 
with  thanks  contributions  to  the  following 
funds  as  of  February  4,  2009. 

ABELSON  FAMILY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 

In  memory  of: 

Alice  Abelson  by  Tracey  Kromck  and  A1  Abelson. 

FRANCE  EN  AND  SI  AN  LEY  AGES 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Murray  and  Bryna  Cohen  on  the  birth  of  their 
grandson  Dylan  Joseph  by  Fran  and  Stan  Ages. 

Bill  and  Flora  Silverman  on  their  grandson  Jacob’s 
Bar  Mitzvah  by  Fran  and  Stan  Ages. 

Avraham  and  Elissa  Iny  on  the  birth  of  their  grand- 
son Jacob  Avi  by  Fran  and  Stan  Ages. 

R’fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Archie  Cogan  by  Fran  and  Stan  Ages. 

In  memory  of: 

Tania  Firestone  by  Fran  and  Stan  Ages. 


Thinking  of  you: 

Ethel  Taylor  by  Betty  Baylin. 

MARA  BOSLOY  B’NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Sammy  Ages  by  George  and  Vera  Gara. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  George  and  Vera  Gara. 

SAM  AND  ANN  BR020VSKY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Murray  and  Bryna  Cohen  on  the  birth  of  their 
grandson  Dylan  Joseph  by  Roslyn  WoIIock  and  family. 

SAND!  AND  EDDY  COOK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Murray  and  Bryna  Cohen  on  the  birth  of  their  first 
grandchild  Dylan  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Sam  Firestone  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook. 

SANDI  AND  EDDY  COOK  AND  FAMILY 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

John  Jeremy  Marks  by  Laurie  Nadolny  and  Bill 
Green. 

LOU  EISENBERG  CAMP  B’NAI  BRITH 
SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  Annette  Foster. 

JOSEPH  AND  JEAN  DOVER 
MEMORIAL  FUND 

In  memory  of: 

William  Bloom  by  Mavis  Dover. 

STAN  AND  LIBBY  GLUBE  FAMILY  FUND 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Yetta  Miller  Mednick  by  Arlene  and  Norm  Glube. 

PAULINE  GOTTHEIL  MEMORIAL  FUND 

In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Pauline  Gotthleil,  a beloved  mother,  mother-in-law 
and  grandmother  by  Art,  Ellen  and  Jordana  Leader. 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Henry  Leader  by  Art,  Ellen  and  Jordana  Leader. 

ABIGAIL  GREENBERG  MITZVAH  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Abby  Greenberg  on  her  upcoming  Bat  Mitzvah  by 
the  Bosloy  family,  by  Simmy  Gardner,  and  by  Brenda 
Wolf. 


FRITZ!  AND  MAX  (CHIEF)  GREENBERG 
MEMORIAL  FUND 

In  memory  of: 

Irene  Beiner  by  Linda,  Murray,  Benjamin  and 
Amanda  Greenberg. 

ARTHUR  AND  SARAH  KJMMEL 
MEMORIAL  FUND 

Mazel  Tov  to: 

Flora  and  Bill  Silverman  on  their  grandson  Jacob’s 
Bar  Mitzvah  by  Dan  and  Marilyn  Kimmel. 

In  memory  of: 

Sadie  Cohen  by  Dan  and  Marilyn  Kimmel. 

SUSAN  AND  DAVID  KRIGER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

David  Kriger  by  Sarah  Kriger. 

In  memory  of: 

Alain  Ain,  brother  of  Susan  Kriger  by  David  and 
Susan  Kriger. 


Birthday  wishes  to: 

Bertha  Palmer  by  Libby  and  Stan  Katz. 


ENDOWMENT  FUND 

In  appreciation  to: 

Yetta  Miller  Mednick  for  the  birthay  invitation  by 
Leema  Magidson. 

In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Samuel  Magidson  by  Lany  Weisz. 

GERT  MIGICOVSKY  C1CF  FOUNDATION 
FOR  THE  PLNCHAS  ZUKERMAN 

MUSIC  EDUCAi  ION  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Norman  Banvm  by  Geri  Migicovsky. 

HARRY  AND  BERTHA  PLEET 
MEMORIAL  FUND 

In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Bertha  Pleet,  a dear  mother  by  Pinchas  and  Barbara 
Pleet. 

Harry  Pleet,  a dear  father  by  Pinchas  and  Barbara 
Pleet. 

Yaacov  Pleet,  a dear  brother  by  Pinchas  and 
Barbara  Pleet. 

In  memory  of: 

Rose  Plitt  by  Pinchas  and  Barbara  Pleet. 

PREHOG  AN  FAMILY  FUND  IN  MEMORY 
OF  AARON  HARRY  COHEN 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Bernard  and  Helen  Gralinck  on  their  60th  wedding 
anniversary  by  Yetta  Cohen. 

ALT1  AND  BEREL  RODAL 
FAMILY  FUND 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Rabbi  and  Mrs.  Yonah  Burr  on  the  birth  and  bris  of 
Yehuda  by  Alti  and  Berel  Rodal. 

David  Matas  on  being  appointed  to  the  Order  of 
Canada  by  Alti  and  Berel  Rodal. 

Henry  and  Maureen  Molot  on  the  birth  of  their  twin 
granddaughters  by  Alti  and  Berel  Rodal. 

Paul  and  Jennie  Claman  on  David's  engagement  by 
Alti  and  Berel  Rodal. 

In  Appreciation  to: 

Rabbi  and  Mrs.  Simcha  Zev  Baum  by  Alti  and 
Berel  Rodal. 

In  memory  of: 

Irene  Beiner  by  Alti  and  Berel  Rodal. 

Elaine  Pressman's  mother  by  Alti  and  Berel 
Rodal. 


Continued  on  page  24 
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ROSSIE  AND  ISSIE  ROSE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Adam  and  Joelle  Schacter  on  the  birth  of  their 
son  Rowan  Liam  by  Andy  and  Joany  Katz  and 
family. 

Barrry  and  Hariet  Shader  on  the  birth  of  their 
grandson  Rowan  Liam  by  Andy  and  Joany  Katz  and 
family. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

lssie  Rose  by  Andy  and  Joany  Katz  and  family. 

SHELLEY  AND  SID  ROTHMAN 
FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Linda  and  Murray  Greenberg  on  Amanda’s  en- 
gagement to  Trevor  by  Shelley  Rothman  and  family. 
In  memory  of: 

Irene  Beiner  by  Shelley  Rothman  and  family. 


RICKIE  AND  MARTIN  SASLOVE 
FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Virginia  Stupp  by  Rhoda  and  Jeffrey  Miller  and 
family. 

ABRAHAM  AND  MARY  SHAFFER 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Mary  Shaffer,  a dear  mother  by  Sheldon  and  Sonia 
Shaffer. 

Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Sonia  and  Sheldon  Shaffer  by  Myra,  Sam  Joshua 
and  Justin  Krone. 

ISRAEL  AND  JENNIE  SH1NDER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Isreal  Shinder  by  Judah  and  Margo  Silverman 


Bulk  packages  of  Tribute  Cards 
available  at  the  OJCF! 

Bulk  packages  of  18  cards  or  more 
can  be  purchased  for  a donation  of  $15  per  card. 

This  is  a $3  savings  per  card!! 

Ordering  in  bulk  makes  donating  to  your  fund, 
to  your  family  fund  or  to  your  favourite  agency’s  fund 
easy  and  cost  effective 

Call  today  to  purchase  your  cards  in  support  of  your  Jewish  community. 

613.798.4696.  extension  232  www.OJCF.ca 


SAUL  AND  EDNA  GOLDFARB 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 


What  do  your  “kids” 
really  care  about? 


Do  they  care  about  hanging  out 
with  their  friends?  Playing  sports? 
Playing  their  musical  instruments? 
How  about  helping  the  homeless  in 
their  community?  Fighting  anti-Semi- 
tism? Supporting  people  with  disabili- 
ties? 

Through  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Com- 
munity Foundation,  our  community’s 
youth  can  achieve  both!  They  can  be 
the  active  individuals  that  they  are  all 
while  making  a difference  through 
tzedakah,  one  gift  at  a time. 

Teens  can  make  their  Bar  and  Bat 
Mitzvah's  an  extra  special  event  by 
opening  a B’nai  Mitzvah  Fund  in  their 
name.  This  gives  them  the  vehicle  to 
support  causes  dear  to  their  hearts. 
Forever! 


You  can  make  a difference  in  your 
child’s  life  by  encouraging  your  son  or 
daughter  to  establish  a B’nai  Mitzvah 
Fund.  Their  participation  in  the  B’nai 
Mitzvah  Club,  which  is  for  teens  age 
12  up  to  pre-post  secondary,  will  af- 
fect the  rest  of  their  lives  in  a positive 
and  philanthropic  manner. 

Now  is  the  time  to  encourage  your 
child  to  become  a charitable,  responsi- 
ble member  of  the  Jewish  Community. 

To  obtain  information  on  how  to 
open  a B’nai  Mitzvah  Fund  for  as  lit- 
tle as  $250,  call  the  Foundation  office 
today  at  613-798-4696  extension  252 
or  email  info@ojcf.ca.  Additional  in- 
formation can  be  found  on  our  website 
at  www.OJCF.ca. 


and  family. 

LORNE  AND  LAURIE  SHUSTERMAN 
FAMILY  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Jon  Heisel  on  receiving  the  2008  Hodge  Morrisey 
Award  at  Deloitte  & Touche  LLP  for  Community 
Service  by  Lome,  Laurie,  Zak  & Ben  Shusterman. 

JACK  AND  LINDA  SMITH 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Simon  Markel  by  Leiba  and  Robert  Krantzberg; 
and  by  Jack  and  Linda  Smith. 

Toby  Frankel  by  Leiba  and  Robert  Krantzberg. 

MAX  AND  PHYLLIS  STERNTHAL 
FAMILY  FUND 
Condolences  to: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold  Shambron  on  the  loss  of  their 
daughter  by  Phyllis  and  Max  Stemthal. 
Congratulations  to: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruce  Weiner  in  their  new  home  by 
Phyllis  and  Max  Stemthal. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

Mrs.  H.  Zeitlin  by  Phyllis  and  Max  Stemthal. 

CLAIRE  AND  SAM  TANNER 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Joe  Segal  by  Stephen  and  Lana  Tanner. 


THE  TARANTOUR  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Irene  Beiner  by  Ellen,  Sam,  Nathalie  and  Jessica 
Gelman. 

MOSES,  CHENYA  AND  HENRY  TORONTOW 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Jerry  Torontow  by  Jean  Naemark. 

MIRIAM  AND  LOUIS  WEINER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recover)’  to: 

Todd  Rosenberg  by  Miriam  and  Louis  Weiner. 

MILDRED  AND  PERCY  WEINSTEIN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Mary  Goldberg  by  Millie  Weinstein. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Millie  Weinstein. 

Alicia  Bailey  by  Millie  Weinstein. 

Contributions  may  be  made  online  at 
www.OJCF.ca  or  by  contacting  Carolene  Preap  at 
613-798-4696  extension  232,  Monday  to  Friday.  We 
have  voice  mail.  Our  e-mail  address  is 
donation@ojcf.ca.  Attractive  cards  are  sent  to  con- 
vey the  appropriate  sentiments.  All  donations  are  ac- 
knowledged with  an  official  receipt  for  income  tax 
purposes.  We  accept  Visa,  MasterCard  and  Amex. 


Come  Travel  With  Us! 

CARLSON  WAGONLIT  TRAVEL 

Experienced  Travel  Professionals  •••  Exclusive  Tours  •••  Corporate  Travel  •• 
Israel  Specialists  •••  Cruise  Specialists  •••  Competitive  Airfares  ••• 
Package  Tours  •••  Independent  travel  planning  assistance  ••• 
Support  from  the  International  Carlson  Network 


■ ■ i ft**** 


61 3-238-4040  Carlson  WagonlitTravel 


Sandra  Granatstein,  President 
sgranatstein@carlsonwagonlitca 
130  Albert  St.  Suite  714, 

Ottawa,  ON,  KIP  5G4 


Homewatch 

Caregivers 

6i3.730.2188 

homewatchcaregivers.com 


Let  our  family  care  for  yours 


When  you  need  assistance 
with  a senior  family 
member,  adult  or  child,  we 
are  committed  to  providing 
compassionate  care  through 
experienced,  caring  staff. 


Affordable  Care  Solutions 
Nurses,  Social  Workers,  Personal  Care 
Professionals  and  Companions 
Post  Surgical  Assistance  (Hospital/Home) 
Specialized  Dementia  Care 
Back  Up  Child  Care 
Hourly  to  24  Hour  Care 


Bri  an  LEVITAN.  Certified  Senior  Advisor  Wends  Birkiian,  Social  Worker 
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Not  your  typical  picture  books 

Kid  Lit 


In  choosing  to  review  the  following  books.  I’ve  present- 
ed myself  with  a rare  but  interesting  task.  How  to  review 
and/or  describe  picture  books  for  young  children  that  seem 
to  be  self-explanatory?  Indeed,  if  they  are  so  self-explana- 
tory, why  review  them  at  all? 

As  to  the  why  question,  I like  the  unique  idea  on  which 
each  book  is  based.  For  the  how  question,  simplicity  will  be 
my  guide.  I’ll  have  to  be  up  front  about  my  own  limitations 
in  approaching  these  books,  yet  clear  about  their  appeal. 

Alef-Bet  Yoga  for  Kids 
By  Ruth  Goldeen 
Photos  by  Bill  Goldeen 
Kar-Ben  Publishing  2009 
24  pages.  Ages  3-8. 

In  this  day  of  exercise,  exercise,  exercise,  I know  it’s 
shocking  to  admit  that  I know  virtually  nothing  about  yoga. 
I tried  it,  twice.  I enjoyed  it,  sort  of.  And  that's  that. 

What  I do  bring  to  my  perspective  on  Alef-Bet  Yoga  for 
Kids  is  the  knowledge  that  successful  learning  is  a multi-di- 
mensional task  for  everyone,  not  just  for  children.  The  more 
parts  of  our  brain  used  to  learn  a specific  task,  the  more 
likely  we  are  to  leam  it  easily,  learn  it  completely,  and, 
here’s  the  kicker,  remember  it.  Muscle  memory  and  intel- 
lect are  every  bit  as  important  as  visual  and  auditory  mem- 
ory and  intellect. 

When  I add  that  knowledge  to  the  known  benefits  of  en- 
couraging children  of  all  ages  to  be  physically  active,  I can 
only  applaud  Alef-Bet  Yoga  for  Kids  for  its  intent,  encour- 
agement and  instruction.  Its  poses  make  good  use  of  the 
flexibility  and  delight  in  using  one’s  body  that  young  chil- 
dren naturally  possess.  Adding  the  teaching  the  Alef-Bet  - 
the  Hebrew  alphabet  - make  for  a win-win  combination  in 
this  book. 

Alef-Bet  Yoga  for  Kids  features  pictures  of  boys  and  girls 


101  Fourth  Ave. 
The  Glebe 
Ottawa 


BLOOMFIELDS  t:  613-230-6434 


FLOWERS 


F:  613-230-0551 
www.bloomficldsnowers.com 


Deanna  Silverman 


holding  yoga  or  modified  yoga  poses  against  the  backdrop 
of  each  letter  of  the  Alef-Bet.  In  essence,  the  children  are, 
as  Ruth  Goldeen  states  in  her  introduction,  experientially 
“being”  the  letters  of  the  alphabet.  The  letters  are  named  in 
transliteration  and  shown  in  Hebrew. 

Occasionally,  I found  the  matching  of  a pose  with  a let- 
ter a bit  of  a stretch  (pun  intended),  but  that’s  OK.  After  all, 
the  kids  are  enjoying  the  health  benefits  of  each  pose.  For 
parents  and  teachers  knowledgeable  about  yoga,  Alef-Bet 
Yoga  for  Kids  includes  a glossary  of  the  poses  that  de- 
scribes each  one  in  detail. 

A word  of  caution:  I don’t  believe  in  the  no  pain,  no  gain 
approach  to  exercise.  If  a child  complains  that  a particular 
pose  hurts,  modify  it  so  it  doesn’t  hurt.  I'm  sure  neither 
Ruth  or  Bill  Goldeen  would  want  to  associate  learning  the 
Alef-Bet  with  pain.  Nor  would  I. 

Happy  stretching.  Happy  learning.  Happy  kids. 

My  First  Yiddish  Word  Book 
Edited  by  Joni  Sussman 
Illustrated  by  Pepi  Marzel 
Kar-Ben  Publishing  2009 
32  pages.  Ages  3-8. 

It’s  been  a long  time  since  I've  reviewed  what,  is  in  ef- 
fect, a pictorial  dictionary.  It’s  also  been  a long  time  since 
I've  used  my  limited  knowledge  of  Yiddish.  Doing  both  at 
once  required  a fair  amount  of  effort.  But  it  was  worthwhile 
given  the  major  attempts  to  revive  Yiddish  as  both  a spoken 
language  and  the  language  of  an  extensive  Ashkenazi  cul- 
tural heritage. 

My  First  Yiddish  Word  Book  contains  200  Yiddish 
words,  divided  into  17  categories.  They  are  presented  as 
folksy  pictures  with  the  words  printed  in  Yiddish,  translit- 
eration and  English  translation  at  the  bottom  of  each  page. 
The  categories  range  from 
parts  of  the  body,  to  family, 
clothes,  home,  school,  play- 


By  Ruth  Goldeen;  photos  by  Bill  Goldeen 

ground,  birthday  party,  the  zoo,  seasons,  colours  and  a few 
other  topics  familiar  to  young  children.  Being  modem,  a 
television  set  and  computer  are  included  (but  no  cell 
phone). 

My  one  complaint  about  My  First  Yiddish  Word  Book  is 
the  fact  that  its  Pronunciation  Guide  is  inadequate.  It  lacks 
examples  and  makes  no  mention  of  the  differences  in  Yid- 
dish pronunciation  depending  on  where  a speaker  or  her 
family  originated  in  the  Old  Country.  For  example,  the 
transliteration  of  the  word  for  “bird"  is  presented  as 
“foygel,  whereas  in  my  family  it  was  “faygel.”  Neverthe- 
less, My  First  Yiddish  Picture  Book  is  an  inspired  welcome 
addition  to  Jewish  kid  lit. 


The  GISHUR  CENTER 
Rabbi  Ely  M.  Braun,  M.S. 

Psychotherapist,  Mediator,  Coach 


Churchill  Professional  Building  613-721-1262 
725  Churchill  Avenue  N Suite  200  Insurance 

Ottawa,  Ontario  K1Z5G7  receipts 

embraun@gishurcenter.org  available 

“ ...  Bridging  Heaven  and  Earth  ..."  Zohar 


Congregation  Beth  Shalom’s 

Annual  Purim  Party! 

Monday,  March  9,  2009 

Carnival  - 6:30  p.m.-7:15  p.m. 

Mincha  - 6:45  p.m. 

Megillah  Reading  - 7:15  p.in. 

Following  the  Megillah  reading, 
food  will  be  served  as  the  carnival  continues. 

Don  't  forget  your  costume! 

For  further  information 
w "contact  the  Synagogue  office 

at  613-789-3501  ext.  223 


PRiPSTEiNSCAMP 

\ ...  featuring  the  amazing  Ice  Palace  arena! 

Now  Hiring  for  2009,  our  69th  summer 

Waterfront:  Swim  Director  & instructors,  plus  waterski, 
kayak,  windsurf,  canoe,  sail 

Landsports:  In-line  skatepark,  ice  hockey,  tennis, 

rock-wall  climbing,  archery,  soccer,  football, 
baseball,  aerobics 

Creative:  Jazz/Hip-hop  dance  show  choreographer,  pottery, 

arts  & crafts,  electric  guitar 

Email  camp@mishmar.com 
or  download  application  at  www.mishmar.com 
toll-free  866-481-1875 
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Few  laughs  in  Klug’s  attempt  at  cool  Jewish  humour 


Cool  Jew:  The  Ultimate  Guide 
for  Every  Member  of  the  Tribe 

By  Lisa  Alcalay  Klug 
Andrews  McMeel  Publishing  2008 
Paperback 
238  pages 

I wanted  to  like  this  book.  1 like  the 
cover:  a faux  representation  of  a dark, 
leather  siddur  cover,  but  with  the  book’s 
name  in  gold,  rhinestone-studded  letters  af- 
fixed to  a gold  chain.  I like  to  laugh.  1 like, 
and  even  feel  a certain  ethnic  pride  in,  the 
legacy  of  Jewish  humour.  1 want  to  support 
women  humourists,  who  are  all  too  rare. 
But,  alas,  I did  not  like  this  book. 

Cool  Jew  is  a catalogue  of  Jewish  cultur- 
al tidbits  presented  in  light  parody  peppered 
with  sketches  and  some  photographs.  Ap- 
parently, it’s  intended  to  appeal  to  the  20- 
and  30-something  set.  Author  Lisa  Alcalay 
Klug,  who  describes  herself  as  the  daughter 
of  a “Panamanian/lsraeli/Ladino-Ioving 
mother”  and  a “German/Polish/Yiddishe  fa- 
ther,” sets  out  to  show  readers  how  to  be- 
come a “Heebster.” 

According  to  Klug,  “a  Heebster  is  some- 
one who  loves  being  Jewish,  who  is  not 
afraid  to  be  a total  dork,  but  who  also  has 
that  certain  Jewish  savoir  faire  that  makes 
him  or  her  hipper  than  hip.” 

Klug  employs  wordplay,  some  of  it  mild- 
ly charming:  " Being  Jewish  is  about  much 
more  than  bagels  and  loxy.  It’s  about  moxie, 
about  feeling  Yiddishe  foxy!  Because  when 


Book  Review 


Mira  Sucharov 


you’re  of  Da  Tribe,  you’ve  got  Da  Vibe." 

There  is  also  some  potentially  useful  in- 
formation, such  as  where  to  shop  for  Jewish 
gear  - mostly  T-shirts  emblazoned  with  slo- 
gans such  as  Sephardilicious,  Hebrew 
School  Drop  Out  or  Manischewitz  Kosher, 
a colour-by-numbers-looking  sketch  depict- 
ing dozens  of  Jewish  ritual  items;  a list  of 
Jewish  foods,  some  less  well-known;  and 
an  appendix  listing  Jewish  books,  groups 
and  websites. 

Her  list  of  Hebrew  slang  is  useful, 
though  her  instruction  to  “emphasize  the 
second  syllable  to  sound  like  a local  (or  as 
if  you’ve  slept  with  one)”  is  bad  advice  for 
about  a third  of  the  words.  I’m  thinking  of 
words  like  achla,  bassa,  and  yalla  (unless 
local  Israelis  prefer  to  sleep  with  a tourist 
who  sounds  like  one). 

There  are  many,  many  references  to 
Manischewitz  wine:  how  to  get  through  a 
bris,  a wedding  and  a shiva;  how  to  know 
when  you're  addicted  to  Manischewitz; 
what  to  do  with  a leftover  Manischewitz 
bottle. 

The  book  also  attempts  to  capitalize  on 
earlier  (and  much  funnier)  Jewish  humour. 


such  as  a page  titled  Jewish  vs.  Goyish,  a 
Tribute  to  Lenny  Bruce.  Cribbing  directly 
from  Bruce’s  famous  routine,  Klug  attempts 
her  own  list  comparing  foods  that  are  either 
“Jewish”  (mustard,  matzah  balls,  blintzes, 
Manischewitz  - again),  or  “Goyish”  (mayo, 
Hostess  Sno  Balls,  crepes,  Almaden  Bur- 
gundy in  a box).  Yet,  this  still  left  me  puz- 
zled as  to  why  we  need  a new  version  of 
Lenny  Bruce’s  original. 

Her  chart,  Headwear  Decoder:  What  the 
Lid  Says  About  the  Yid , also  had  me 
scratching  my  head.  She  lists  “Mickey 
Maus  Ears”  as  being  associated  with  the 
“spiritual  conviction”  described  as  “Art 


Spiegelman's  my  hero.”  Surely,  she  could 
not  simply  have  been  referring  to  Spiegel- 
man’s  use  of  mice  to  depict  Jews  in  his 
powerful,  critically  acclaimed  graphic 
novel,  Maus ? I kept  looking  for  the  joke: 
Disney  reflecting  a subversion  of  contem- 
porary New  York  intellectuals?  North- 
east/Califomia  culture  clash?  In  the  end,  no 
joke  worth  laughing  about  seemed  to  be 
there. 

Reading  this  book,  I kept  thinking  about 
what  makes  humour  funny.  It  seems  to 
come  down  to  at  least  one  of  two  rules:  ei- 
ther state  the  obvious,  which  no  one  has 
bothered  to  articulate  (think  the  genius  of 
Jerry  Seinfeld),  or  create  absurd  associa- 
tions such  that  one  can’t  help  but  laugh. 
None  of  that  happens  here. 

1 also  couldn’t  help  recalling  much  fun- 
nier Jewish  books:  recent  ones  like  Yiddish 
with  Dick  and  Jane  - to  which  Klug  actual- 
ly devotes  a page  of  her  book  - and  Haikus 
for  Jews;  as  well  as  my  favourite  book  of 
Jewish  humour  from  my  childhood,  Allan 
Gould  and  Danny  Siegel’s  The  Unorthodox 
Book  of  Jewish  Records  and  Lists,  which  I 
spent  hours  memorizing  during  the  summer 
of  1982. 

I didn’t  get  a chance  to  test  Cool  Jew  on 
some  younger  friends.  Perhaps  a pre-teen, 
for  whom  one’s  identity  is  just  starting  to 
crystallize,  and  almost  any  well-meaning 
joke  about  one’s  ethnic  group  inevitably 
sounds  cool  and  funny,  would  be  a better 
audience. 


Hang  on:  you’ll  get  the  hang  of  hanging 


I recently  received  a fairly  long  e-mail  missive  explain- 
ing the  many  meanings  of  the  word  up  in  English  and  why 
it  is  so  hard  for  non-English  speakers  to  get  the  hang  of  it. 
This,  of  course,  brought  me  into  another  sphere  entirely, 
namely  what  is  with  the  word  hang ? 

If  you  get  the  hang  of  something , it  could  mean  that  you 
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understand  it.  Of  course,  even  if  you  did  not  get  the  hang, 
but  just  got  it,  that  might  even  be  better.  Getting  the  hang  of 
something  might  also  mean  improving  one’s  performance 
in  that  thing. 

I tried  to  use  the  expression  to  get  the  hang  of.  At  first  it 
was  difficult,  but,  after  a few  tries  and  a lot  of  practice,  I am 
actually  getting  the  hang  of  it.  I am  either  getting  better  at 
the  hanging  of  it  or  perceiving  the  exact  way  it  hangs. 

And  when  my  teenaged  son  used  to  ask  me  how  it  was 
hanging,  I am  not  sure  that  it  was  the  same  it  that  I was  try- 
ing get  the  hang  of.  It’s  all  very  ambiguous  and  imprecise. 
And  yet  everyone  seems  to  understand  and  to  carry  on  as  if 
all  was  normal. 

But  then  he  would  ask  me  who  I was  hanging  with.  As 
far  as  I could  tell  I was  not  hanging  with  anyone.  I was  sit- 
ting down  alone  in  my  room  and  he  was  at  the  door  looking 
at  me.  Besides,  hanging  with  someone,  as  everyone  knows, 
is  better  than  hanging  alone.  People  have  to  hang  together, 
apparently,  although  on  which  wire  or  which  rope  is  un- 
specified. 

It  was  only  later  that  I understood  that  hanging,  in  his 
terms,  meant  the  same  as  hanging  out  when  I was 
younger.  I did  not  hang  with.  I hung  out  with,  which  is 
twice  as  complicated  because  it  has  two  prepositions  in- 
stead of  one. 

If  you  were  bored  and  you  wanted  to  hang  out,  you  went 
to  your  favourite  hangout  and  hung  out.  That’s  all  there  was 
to  it.  Somehow,  though,  this  hanging  out,  had  nothing  to  do 
with  hanging  out  the  wash,  which  one  did  on  a line  in  the 
backyard.  There  were  no  dryers  in  those  days. 

And,  although  you  could  hang  out  your  wash  in  public, 
you  did  not  want  to  wash  your  dirty  laundry  in  the  same 


Humour  me, 
please 


Rubin  Friedman 


place.  And,  if  you  found  yourself  out  on  a limb  with  an  im- 
portant project  that  was  not  succeeding,  you  yourself  might 
be  hung  out  to  dry. 

Now,  while  you  were  hanging  out  impatiently  in  your 
hangout,  looking  for  people  to  hang  out  with,  the  owner 
might  tell  you  to  hang  on.  And,  if  he  thought  you  were 
being  rude  and  pushy,  he  would  tell  you  “Hang  on!”  with 
an  exclamation  point  to  let  you  know  you  had  to  wait  your 
turn.  If  he  was  from  Texas,  he  might  even  tell  you  to  “hang 
on  to  what  you  got”  or,  from  somewhere  else,  he  might  to 
tell  you  to  “hang  on  to  your  hat.” 

And,  if  I was  getting  desperate,  I would  hang  on  by  the 
skin  of  my  teeth,  which,  to  me,  did  not  provide  much  com- 
fort because,  as  far  as  I could  tell,  my  teeth  had  no  skin. 

Nowadays,  we  don’t  tell  people  to  hang  on  by  anything, 
but  we  urge  them  to  hang  in  without,  of  course,  telling  them 
what  we  want  them  to  hang  in.  I hope  they  don’t  mean  a 
tree,  where  a hanging  judge  might  put  you,  unlike  a hang- 
ing plant,  which  just  hangs  by  itself. 

But,  in  the  end,  I am  grateful  for  all  these  meanings  be- 
cause, if  someone  asks,  “How’s  it  hangin’?”  I can  answer, 
“Hangin’  in,  hangin’  on,  hangin’  out.” 
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Will  Netanyahu  tame  Bibi ? 


(Continued  from  page  4) 
that  supposedly  brought  Obama  and  Ne- 
tanyahu together.  Netanyahu  favours  aggres- 
sive containment,  while  Obama,  in  his  first 
major  presidential  news  conference,  February 
9,  emphasized  dialogue. 

“My  national  security  team  is  currently  re- 
viewing our  existing  Iran  policy,  looking  at 
areas  where  we  can  have  constructive  dia- 
logue, where  we  can  directly  engage  with 
them,”  Obama  said.  “And  my  expectation  is, 
in  the  coming  months,  we  will  be  looking  for 
openings  that  can  be  created  where  we  can 
start  sitting  across  the  table  [in]  face-to-face 
diplomatic  overtures,  that  will  allow  us  to 
move  our  policy  in  a new  direction.” 

Netanyahu  vexes  his  interlocutors  with  an 
agile  eagerness  to  impress  that  sometimes  ap- 
pears to  spill  over  into  dissembling.  In  2005, 
as  finance  minister,  he  visited  the  U.S.  Senate 
to  pitch  his  plan  for  a canal  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean to  the  Red  Sea.  He  cast  the  Palestinians 
in  the  Gaza  Strip  as  principal  beneficiaries  of 
the  plan  through  increased  trade  and  employ- 
ment, and  the  senators  lapped  it  up. 

Just  minutes  earlier,  in  the  same  confer- 
ence room,  he  had  told  Israeli  reporters  in  He- 
brew that,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  the 
Palestinians  could  take  or  leave  participation 
in  the  project  - they  were  marginal  to  its  suc- 
cess. The  fact  that  both  conversations  were  on 
the  record  didn’t  appear  to  faze  him. 

Such  manoeuvring  could  trip  up  Ne- 
tanyahu, says  Yoram  Peri,  a Tel  Aviv  Univer- 
sity political  scientist  and  visiting  professor  at 
American  University  in  Washington. 

Livni:  dedication 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

Only  the  Anti-Defamation  League  (ADL) 
weighed  in. 

“We  congratulate  Tzipi  Livni  and  the 
Kadima  Party  on  their  victory,”  the  ADL  said 
in  a statement.  “We  wish  Ms.  Livni  well  as 
she  works  to  form  a unity  government  that  is 
reflective  of  Israel’s  diverse  society,  commit- 
ted to  ensure  its  democratic  system  and  can 
heal  fissures  within  Israeli  society,  just  as  it 
will  responsibly  confront  Israel’s  numerous 
domestic  and  international  challenges." 

Livni  speaks  bluntly  and  enjoys  engaging 
her  political  enemies.  At  a January  16  appear- 
ance at  the  National  Press  Club  in  Washington 
toward  the  end  of  Israel’s  operation  in  Gaza, 
when  a left-wing  journalist  called  her  a terror- 
ist, she  would  not  let  the  moderator  wave  off 
the  questioner.  Instead,  she  answered  him. 

“Israel  has  shown  restraint  for  years,  for 
eight  years.  Eight  years  in  which  our  citizens, 
children,  were  under  threat  and  attacks,”  she 
said.  "We  tried  to  avoid  this  operation.  We 
showed  restraint.  We  entered  this  truce,  but 
nothing  happened.  But  there  is  a huge  differ- 
ence and  I would  like  the  international  com- 
munity to  make  this  distinction:  According  to 
any  international  law  and  the  values  of  the  in- 
ternational community,  there’s,  a difference 
between  somebody  who  kills  deliberately,  a 
murderer,  and  somebody  who  kills  by  mis- 
take.” 


“That's  his  personality,”  Peri  said.  “The 
major  problem  of  Netanyahu  is  Bibi;  in  Israel, 
the  question  we  ask  is,  ‘Will  Netanyahu  be 
able  to  tame  Bibi?”’ 

Others  said  personality  issues  might  be 
subsumed  by  the  kind  of  government  Ne- 
tanyahu cobbles  together.  If  he  includes  Kadi- 
ma and  Labor  in  a centrist  coalition,  he  might 
be  able  to  break  with  some  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  past.  The  same  would  not  be  true  of  a 
coalition  with  hawkish  parties. 

“Netanyahu  allowed  himself  to  be  boxed 
in  in  the  1990s”  by  the  right  wing,  said  David 
Makovsky,  a senior  analyst  with  the  Washing- 
ton Institute  for  Near  East  Policy. 

Should  he  get  a shot  at  forming  Israel’s 
next  government,  Makovsky  said,  Netanyahu 
should  focus  on  where  he  wants  to  take  the 
country  when  assembling  his  coalition. 

“The  coalition  should  reflect  the  mission, 
not  the  other  way  around,”  Makovsky  said. 

Peri  said  Netanyahu  would  be  unlikely  to 
stray  too  far  from  Likud  doctrine  when  it 
comes  to  the  Palestinians,  considering  the  rise 
of  hard-liners  within  the  party.  Instead,  he 
suggested,  a Netanyahu  administration  might 
make  headway  with  Syria.  Although  Ne- 
tanyahu has  expressed  opposition  to  the  Is- 
rael-Syria  talks  revived  last  year,  saying  now 
is  not  the  time  to  give  up  the  Golan  Heights, 
he  came  close  to  making  such  a deal  when  he 
was  prime  minister. 

“If  he  wants  to  contain  a clash  with  Wash- 
ington” over  its  aggressive  pursuit  of  peace, 
Peri  said,  “it’ll  be  easier  for  him  to  support 
discussions  with  Syria.” 

to  compromise 

Livni  is  not  always  so  politic,  and  she  does 
not  forgive  easily.  Her  relationship  with  Rice 
soured  in  the  last  days  of  the  Bush  adminis- 
tration after  Rice  abstained  from  a UN  Securi- 
ty Council  vote  calling  for  a ceasefire  that  Is- 
rael believed  was  premature.  Israel  had  ex- 
pected her  to  use  the  U.S.  prerogative  to  veto 
the  call. 

Livni  reportedly  tore  into  Rice,  accusing 
her  of  “betraying”  Israel.  At  a meeting  in 
Washington  several  days  later,  Livni  thanked 
Rice  for  her  “leadership,  support  and  friend- 
ship,” but  could  not  bring  herself  to  look  Rice 
in  the  eye. 

Disarming  in  person,  Livni  candidly  asks 
journalists  how  she  performed  in  news  con- 
ferences. She  sometimes  answers  a question 
by  arguing  multiple  points  of  view  before  set- 
tling on  one. 

Like  Olmert,  the  leader  she  hopes  to  re- 
place, Livni  is  the  scion  of  a Greater  Land  of 
Israel  family  who,  in  her  middle  years,  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  Israel  has  no  choice  but 
to  relinquish  land  for  peace.  Her  parents  were 
both  in  the  Irgun,  the  underground  pre-state 
militia;  her  biography  lends  heft  to  her  dedi- 
cation to  compromise. 

If  she  is  not  well  known  in  the  White 
House,  she  has  cultivated  friends  among  the 
Democratic  leadership  in  Congress  and  is 
considered  close  to  Nancy  Pelosi,  the  House 
of  Representatives  speaker. 


Jewish  Community 
Service  Awards 

Members  of  the  Jewish  community' 
are  invited  to  nominate  individuals 
to  receive  the  following  community  awards 
at  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Federation  in  early  June. 

Gilbert  Greeuberg  Distinguished  Service  Award 

The  Gilbert  Greenbet  g Distinguished  Service  Award  is  the  liighest  tribute 
that  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community  can  bestow  on  an  individual 
for  exceptional  sendee  over  the  course  of  many  vears. 

Initiated  in  1980.  it  bears  the  name  of  the  late  Past  President 
of  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa,  Gilbert  Greenberg, 
who  exemplified  the  qualities  of  leadership, 
which  the  award  endeavours  to  recognize. 

Freiman  Family  Young  Leadership  Award 

The  Freiman  Family  Young  Leadership  Award 
recognizes  an  individual  or  an  organization 
w'ithin  the  Jewish  conununity,  under  the  age  of  40, 
who  has  contributed  actively  to  the  Jewish  community 
in  the  two  or  more  years  following  his/her  participation 
in  the  Young  Leadership  Development  Program, 
or  as  a voimg  leader  rendered  exceptional  sendee 
to  the  Jewish  community. 

The  Shem  Tov  Community  Volunteer  Award 
presented  by  the  Ottawa  Citizen 

“There  are  three  crowns:  the  crown  of  Torah,  the  crown  of  priesthood, 
and  the  crown  of  kingship:  but  the  crown  of  a good  name  excels  them  all.  ” 

- Rabbi  Shimon 

The  Shem  Tov  Community  Volunteer  Award  was  created 
to  recognize  an  outstanding  and  active  volunteer 
with  the  Jewish  community  who,  through  many  years  of  service, 
has  contributed  to  the  enrichment  of  Jewish  life  in  Ottawa. 

Address  Recommendations  by  March  31,  2009  to: 

Chair  of  the  Community  Award  Selection  Committee 
Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa 
21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private,  Ottawa,  Ontario  K2A  1R9 
or  email:  dpaterson@jewishottawa.com 

For  more  information,  please  visit  wwvv.jewishottawa.coin 

NOMINATION  FORM  (Please  attach  another  page  to  tell  us  more)  j 

□ Gilbert  Greenberg  Distinguished  Service  Award 
O Freiman  Family  Young  Leadership  Award 

□ Shem  Tov  Community  Volunteer  Award 

ABOUT  YOU  ABOUT  NOMINEE 


Nominator  name  Nominee 


Daytime  Phone  Agency  or  Organization 


E-mail  Address  E-mail  Address 

Detail  community  involvement  and  special  contributions 
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WEEKLY  EVENTS 
MONDAYS  & THURSDAYS 
Motorin’  Munchkins,  spon- 
sored by  Ganon  Preschool,  for 
kids  aged  5 and  under.  Parent/ 
caregiver-supervised  playtime  in 
gymnasium  with  equipment, 
9:00  am  - 12:00  pm.  Info:  613- 
798-9818,  ext.  280. 


CANDLELIGHTING 

BEFORE 

Feb  27  5:28  pm 

Mar  6 O 5:38  pm 
Mar  13  6:47  pm 

Mar  20  # 6:56  pm 


MONDAYS 

Pizza  and  Parsha,  spon- 
sored by  Chabad  Student  Net- 
work of  Ottawa.  University  of  Ot- 
tawa, University  Centre,  1:00 
pm.  Info:  613-601-7701. 

TUESDAYS 

Israeli  Folkdancing,  learn 
dances,  have  fun,  no  experience 
necessary.  Hillel  Academy,  31 
Nadolny  Sachs  Private,  6:30  pm. 
Info:  613-722-9323. 

FRIDAYS 

Shabbat  Shalom,  spon- 
sored by  Ganon  Preschool,  learn 
about  Shabbat  through  crafts, 
stories,  games  and  songs.  Drop- 
in  program  for  ages  5 and  under. 
Parent/caregiver  must  accom- 
pany, 9:30  am.  Info:  613-798- 
9818,  ext.  280. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  24 

A.M.  Klein:  A Centenary 
Celebration,  sponsored  by  Uni- 
versity of  Ottawa's  Vered  Jewish 


Canadian  Studies  Program  and 
Tree  Reading  Series.  Evening 
devoted  to  writings  and  legacy 
of  A.M.  Klein,  hosted  by  Profes- 
sor Seymour  Mayne  with  partic- 
ipating writers.  Arts  Court  Li- 
brary, 2 Daly  Avenue,  8:00  pm. 
Info:  613-749-3773. 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  26 

Yiddish-speaking  group  for 
seniors,  sponsored  by  Jewish 
Family  Services,  2255  Carling 
Avenue,  suite  300,  12:00  pm. 
Info:  613-722-2225,  ext.  325. 

Shalom  Ottawa,  our  com- 
munity program  on  Rogers  22, 
6:00  pm  (repeated  Saturday, 
February  28  at  12:00  pm). 

Anti-Semitism  after  the 
Holocaust  - the  Unwelcoming 
of  the  Jewish  Survivors  after 
the  War,  public  lecture  spon- 
sored by  Carleton  University's 
Max  and  Tessie  Zelikovitz  Centre 
for  Jewish  Studies.  Speaker:  Dr. 
Jan  T.  Gross  of  Princeton  Uni- 
versity, an  expert  on  Polish  soci- 


ety during  the  Second  World 
War  and  the  Holocaust.  Carleton 
University,  Paterson  Hall,  Room 
303,  7:00  pm.  Info:  613-520- 
2600,  ext.  1320. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  3 
Jetsetter  Ski  Night,  spon- 
sored by  Jewish  Education 
through  Torah.  Enjoy  dinner  and 
transportation  to  the  slopes  at 
Camp  Fortune,  6:00  pm.  Info: 
613-798-9818,  ext.  247. 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  5 
The  Kibbitz  Club,  spon- 
sored by  Jewish  Family  Services 
and  Congregation  Beth  Shalom. 
Lunch  and  entertainment.  Con- 
gregation Beth  Shalom,  151 
Chapel  Street,  12:00  pm.  Info: 
613-789-3501,  ext.  223. 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  8 
Purim  Spirit,  co-sponsored 
by  Jewish  Education  through 
Torah  and  the  Soloway  JCC.  A 
Purim  experience  for  the  whole 


family  with  lots  of  activities  for 
kids.  Dress  up  in  costume,  1 :30 
pm.  Info:  613-798-9818,  ext. 
247. 

The  Megillah,  according  to 
The  Beatles:  Enjoy  this  unique 
second  annual  fun  and  freilich 


community-wide  Purim  Shpiel 
featuring  local  talent,  co-spon- 
sored by  the  Vered  Israel  Cultur- 
al and  Educational  Programs 
and  the  Soloway  JCC.  Ages  14+ 
are  welcome,  7:30  pm.  Info: 
613-798-9818,  ext.  254. 


COMING 

SOON 

MONDAY,  APRIL  20 

Community  Yom  HaShoah  Commemoration,  7:00  pm. 
Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  276. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  21 

National  Holocaust  Remembrance  Day  Ceremony, 
Parliament  Hill,  3:00  pm. 

Info:  416-785-1333. 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  29 

Yom  Ha’Atzmaut  2009,  celebrating  Israel’s  61st  birthday. 
Ottawa  Civic  Centre,  5:00  pm. 

Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  225. 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  activities  take  place  at  The  Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family  Building,  21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private. 


This  inlormation  is  taken  trom  the  community  calendar  maintained  by  the  Jewish  Ottawa  InloCentre.  Organizations  which  would  like  their  events  to  be  listed,  no  matter  where  they  are  to  be  held,  should  send  the  information  to  InfoCentre  co- 
ordinator Benila  Slemiatyckl  via  e-mail  at  bsiemiatycki@jewishottawa.com  or  tax  at  613-798-4695.  She  can  also  be  reached  by  telephone  at  613-798-4644.  Accurate  details  must  be  provided  and  all  events  must  be  open  to  the  Jewish  public. 


2008:  Another  Great  Year  at  Romspen 


9.9%  compounded  yield, 
9.5 % simple  yield. 


Many  investors  now  regret  that  they  took  on  more  risk  than  they  realized  by 
overweighting  their  portfolios  with  stock  market  investments.  They  are  now 
waiting  for  these  investments  to  recover.  But  is  this  really  the  best  solution? 

For  a risk-averse  investment  strategy  consider  the  Romspen  Mortgage 
Investment  Fund,  a leading  Canadian  commercial  mortgage  lender.  Since 
inception  and  including  2008,  investors  in  the  RMIF  have  earned  about  f0%  per 
annum.  That’s  not  just  a paper  gain  - it’s  cash  paid  to  investors  each  and  every 
month.  Please  visit  our  website  and  call  us  toll  free  for  an  information  package. 


ROMSPE 

mortgage  investment  fund 


162  Cumberland  Street,  Suite  300 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5R  3N5 

Tel:  416.966.1100 
Toll  Free:  1.800.494.0389 

www.romspen.com 


Condolences 


Condolences  are  extended 
to  the  families  of: 

Makhlouf  Berros 
Clara  Bleet.Toronto 
(mother  of  Marilyn 
[Abe]  Nadrich) 
Thorey  Cherney 
Isadore  Rose 
Chick  Wolfe 
May  their  memory 
he  a blessing  always. 


The  Condolence  Column 
is  offered  as  a public  service 
to  the  community. 

There  is  no  charge. 

For  a listing 
in  this  column, 
please  call 
Carolene  Preap, 
613-798-4696,  ext.  232. 

Voice  mail  is  available. 


Bulletin 

DEADLINES 

March  4 for  March  23 
March  1 8 for  April  6 
April  7 for  April  27 
April  22  for  May  1 1 
May  6 for  May  25 
May  27  for  June  1 5 
June  30  for  July  20 

* Community-wide  Issue  (all  dates  subject  to  change) 


Would  you 
like  to  advertise 
in  the 
Ottawa 
Jewish 
Bulletin? 

Contact 

Rhoda 

Saslove-Miller 
613-798-4696, 
ext.  256 


